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SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW …. 
  
Judy Garland’s Somewhere over the Rainbow, which was sung beautifully in 
our Church on 3rd September, is a familiar song to most of us. Her character 
Dorothy sang it in the fantasy film The Wizard of Oz released in 1939. But what 
may not be known is that the lyrics were written by E.Y. (Yip) Harburg, the son 
of Russian-Jewish immigrants, and the music was composed by Harold Arlen, a 
Jew whose family had emigrated to America from Lithuania. At this time in 
Europe, the Jews were experiencing increased hostility and threat. 
  

If you think of the 
lyrics of this song in 
relation to the 
Holocaust, they take 
on an even more 
poignant meaning.  
Some of the darkest 
days in history are 
hidden within them.  

  
Romans 12: 9- 16 talks about genuine Love. It also tells us to “Hate what is 
evil” and to “cling to what is good”.  It tells us to “Be joyful in hope, patient  
in affliction and faithful in prayer.” 
  
In the latter weeks of August and then into September, many people in the 
world were looking for the sign of the rainbow, literally and metaphorically.   
In South East Asia, hundreds died in floods whilst millions were forced from 
their homes. Some 18,000 schools were shut down.  In Texas, USA , around 
42,000 people had to flee their homes which were devastated by Hurricane 
Harvey.  During September later hurricanes have ravaged islands in the 
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Caribbean and Mexico has suffered two significant earthquakes. This tends to 
put things in perspective, doesn’t it?  
 
Somewhere Over the Rainbow has always been a song of hope. Today it can 
still remind us that although we face uncertain times in our lives, we should 
still have hope. “And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 
to us”. (Romans 5:5) 
  
Around this time last year, I wrote about change and the journey that we, as a 
congregation, were on.  In the last twelve months, some of us have celebrated 
and some have endured great sadness.  There have been many great initiatives 
within our Church, all contributing to the bonding of the Clayton Wesley 
family. Brothers and sisters - singing, praying, laughing and sometimes crying 
together. But most importantly, all celebrating God’s goodness and presence 
amongst us.  
  
One of our greatest challenges now going forward is the deteriorating state of 
our place of worship. Thank you to those who have so far contributed to the 
Church Conservation Appeal. Any gift within your means is so very much 
appreciated.  And perhaps, one of the dreams that we dare to dream, just may 
come true!  
 
Last month was my sixth year anniversary at Clayton Wesley and I feel proud 
to be a member of this very loving community. 
  
God Bless 
Paul 
 
           Somewhere Over the Rainbow 

Somewhere over the rainbow, way up high 
There's a land that I've heard of once in a lullaby. 
Somewhere over the rainbow, skies are blue 
And the dreams that you dare to dream, 
Really do come true. 
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Someday I'll wish upon a star 
And wake up where the clouds are far behind me. 
Where troubles melt like lemon drops, 
Way above the chimney tops, 
That's where you'll find me. 
 
Somewhere over the rainbow, blue birds fly 
Birds fly over the rainbow 
Why then, oh why can't I? 
 
If happy little bluebirds fly beyond the rainbow 
Why, oh why can't I? 

 
 

 

 

Every morning compose your soul for a 
tranquil day, and all through it be careful often 
to recall your resolution, and bring yourself 
back to it, so to say.  If something discomposes 
you, do not be upset, or troubled; but having 
discovered the fact, humble yourself gently 
before God, and try to bring your mind into a 
quiet attitude.  Say to yourself, ‘Well, I have 
made a false step; now I must go more 
carefully and watchfully.’  Do this each time, 

however frequently you fall.  When you are at peace use it profitably, 
making constant acts of meekness, seeking to be calm even in the most 
trifling things.  Above all, do not be discouraged; be patient, wait, strive 
to attain a calm, gentle spirit. 

 St Francis de Sales (1567-1622) 
Bishop of Geneva 1602-1622 

 

(from Daily Strengths for Daily Needs, Mary W. Tileson, 

Metheun & Co., 1904) 
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ABOUT OUR PEOPLE - Sharing Friendship 
 

Members of our congregation attended the funeral service held in our church 
on 7th July for Gweneth (Gwen) Willing wife of Richard.  We offer our deepest 
sympathy to Richard, his family and friends on their loss.  Paul Turley 
officiated with Fiona McArdle, Janet Anderson, Ashleigh Tobin, and a 
grandson of Gwen and Richard playing beautiful music which was a great love 
of Gwen’s.  Many family members contributed to the service with readings 
and the eulogy.  A very tasty afternoon tea followed the service in the Clayton 
Chapel. 
 

It is also with deep sadness that we report the passing of Geanette Benger 
who died peacefully on August 16th.  We offer our sincere sympathy to 
husband Malcolm, daughter Vanessa and their family and friends.  Geanette’s 
funeral service was conducted in our church on Wednesday 23rd August.  Paul 
Turley officiated, Ashleigh Tobin was the organist and Malcolm read the 
eulogy.  Donations in memory of Geanette can be made to the Cancer Council 
SA.  Geanette will be sadly missed from our church community. 

 

Elizabeth Finnegan passed away 
on 24th September in Wakefield 
Hospital following a fall earlier in 
the week.  Another of our older 
members has left us to be with 
their Lord.  Our thoughts and 
loving sympathy are with her 
children Jean (Canberra), Terence 
(Sydney) and David (Edinburgh) 
and their families and Elizabeth’s 

many friends. A service to give thanks for Elizabeth’s life will be held on 
Monday 27th November at 2.00pm in Clayton-Wesley Church to remember her 
wonderful and quite remarkable life. 
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Please remember these people in your prayers: Pam Gehan, Anthea Torr, 
Chris Rogers, Merle Gough, and Peg Huxtable.  We have missed all these 
members from worship. 
 

We offer our love and sympathy to the following church members who have 
lost friends and family through death during September.  Barbara Glen, 
Sharon Miller (mother-in-law) and Mandy and Bob Hutchinson 
 

As a congregation, we have very much appreciated the dedication and service 
that Sue and Ian Kellie have given over many years to the preparation of 
morning tea each week.  They attended the church hall on a Saturday night to 
set up the tables and chairs and then early Sunday mornings to finish the set 
up.  Following morning tea, they were seen in the kitchen tiding up and Sue 
washed the tea towels each week.  Ian also purchased the supplies.  They 
decided that at the end of July to step back from this duty.  Thank you Sue and 
Ian! 
 

It was great to see Shirley Ashton at worship on Sunday 16th July.  Shirley from 
Sydney was staying with her friend Myra Lilywhite although unfortunately 
both suffered from a bout of the ‘flu even though they had been vaccinated. 
 

We congratulate Reza Vazari on passing two exams (he must sit for a further 
3). The pass mark was 80%. This is to enable him to be a fully qualified 
electrician here in Australia.  He was an electrician in his country of birth, Iran, 
but the qualifications are very different here.  Reza is now working as an 
apprentice to a fully qualified Australian electrician.  If anyone has need of 
electrical work done in their home or elsewhere please keep Reza in mind. 
 

On Sunday 30th July Rev Bob Hutchinson (husband of Mandy) was inducted as 
Minister of the Word to the Morialta Uniting Church congregation.  Bob and 
Mandy shifted out of the manse alongside our church in mid-July to take up 
residence in the Morialta manse.  We wish Bob a rewarding ministry at 
Morialta.  Mandy will remain at Clayton-Wesley as our Music Director.  Mandy 
was seen with a prominent limp on 16th July.  She said that after shifting and 
standing on her feet for about four days following her and Bob’s move her 
ankle swelled.  An x-ray showed two fractured bones in her foot.  Thankfully it 
has healed well.  
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We welcomed as guest speaker Alexandra Bingham to our service on 16th July.  
Alexandra is a volunteer worker with Uniting World and she told of how she 
joined the group and some of her experiences of visiting and working in some 
of the countries assisted by Uniting World.  Through Goodies we make 
donations to this wonderful organisation. 
 

Hilda Kirk had a wonderful few days in July cruising the Murray River on a 
houseboat. 
 

Ruth Sinclair was seen wearing a sling.  Unfortunately, she injured her 
shoulder but she doesn’t know how.  It was all rather painful.  The doctor said 
it could have been caused years ago and then gradually got worse.  Thankfully 
she only had to wear the sling for a week but it made working rather difficult 
especially when touch typing. 
 

Birthdays of notable significance were celebrated in August by Jane Vabolis, 
65 on the 12th, Malcolm Benger 85 on the 15th and Elizabeth Finnegan 95 on 
the 16th.  At morning tea, the preceding Sunday, we all enjoyed the delicious 
birthday cake made by Sharon Miller to mark the occasions. 
 

David Greig and a friend drove across the Nullarbor to Perth where they 
stayed with David’s sister.  They were away for about 2½weeks.  Whilst there 
David attended the AFL match between his beloved Crows and the West Coast 
Eagles. 
 

It is hard to wipe the smile off Allan Shephard’s face as he celebrates the birth 
of his 9th great grandchild, a little girl, Scarlett born in late August.  Jo and 
Andy are Scarlett’s parents; young Isabelle is very proud of her new sister and 
Allan’s daughter Heather is her grandmother. 
 

Sunday 3rd September was the final occasion for quite some time that we will 
hear Bronwyn Palmer sing (soprano in the singing group) as she left for Paris a 
few days later for further study.  We wish her well in her adventures. Another 
of our singers, Fiona McArdle, entered the Joan Sutherland and Richard 
Bonyage Bel Canto competition in Sydney.  She got into the finals and won the 
Kinnon Award.  Fiona then went to Melbourne for a master class at Melbourne 
Opera.  Fiona is also going to Brisbane at the end of October. 
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The singing group sang on the Sunday and one of the items was accompanied 
on the piano by Bronwyn’s father Neil.  Other items were acapella.  Yvonne 
Sinclair sang the introit accompanied by Matthew Atherton.  Comments heard 
following the service were that the music was wonderful, in fact the whole 
service was very good. 
 

Two couples celebrated wedding anniversaries recently.  Julie and Ian Kroehn 
(2nd anniversary on 29th August) and Sue and Ian Kellie (57th anniversary on 2nd 
September).  We wish both couples many more happy years. 
 

David Spurling had another fall and spent a few days in the Royal Adelaide 
Hospital and then Wakefield Hospital.  He is now being lovingly cared for by 
wife, Fay.  The doctor upset David telling him, ‘You need to use a walking 
stick.’  It was good see him back with us on 10th September, doing as he was 
told and using a stick! 
 

J.E. Dodd Pipe Organ turns 120 - September 10th was a busy day in the life 
of our congregation.  At 10 am we attended our traditional service of worship 
which was followed by morning tea.  We then partook in a shared lunch before 
attending the 120th anniversary concert of our church organ at 2 pm which was 
attended by a large audience.  The first half of the concert was music 
performed at the original opening ceremony in 1897 with organists, Ray Booth 
(organist at Clayton-Wesley from 1974 to 1988) and current organists 
Matthew Atherton and Ashleigh Tobin.  We also heard instrumentalists David 
Khafagi (trumpet), Janet Anderson (violin) and Mandy Hutchinson (flute), and 
Yvonne Sinclair was the vocalist.  The second half of the concert was music by 
modern composers including a piece written for the organ especially 
commissioned for the occasion by Elder Conservatorium music student 
Sebastian Phlox and performed by Ashleigh.  Expert commentary was given by 
Geoffrey Bishop and Mandy. The concert was followed by a delicious 
afternoon tea.  Many thanks to all who participated in the concert and the 
people behind the scenes who prepared and cleaned up following the morning 
tea, lunch, afternoon tea and sold tickets, etc.  A memorable event! 
 
It was wonderful to see Pam Gehan at worship on 17th September after a long 
absence. Ken Hawke had a cataract operation on 19th September with the 
other eye due to be done on 7th October.  You won’t know yourself Ken being 
able to see so well. 
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Yvonne Sinclair was laid low with an infection of her trachea. The doctor said 
“yuk” but was happy that it wasn’t bronchitis. Because of this malady she was 
unfortunately unable to take part in The Adelaide Harmony Choir’s 
performance of “Elijah” on 17th September.   
 

Our minister Paul Turley is over the moon with the birth of his granddaughter 
Phoenix Magenta Rose on 13th September (2 weeks late) in London.  The 
happy parents are Eden and David. Thank goodness for Skype.  Paul and 
partner Jana Norman have been having a wonderful time touring Tasmania in 
late September as an early celebration of Jana’s 50th birthday on 19th October. 
 

At the end of September Suzanne Pfitzner had a well-earned holiday in 
Queensland which she thoroughly enjoyed. 
 

We have a few dancers amongst our congregation. John Whittam is 
often seen at various dances both in metro and country locations.  Some of us 
saw Gil Johnson do a few fancy steps in the Clayton Hall one morning. But 
Julie and Ian Kroehn have taken their "quick steps" just a little further 
recently. Last month, they received Medals each for demonstrating a Bronze 
level of professional expertise in Waltz, Quickstep and Foxtrot.  

 

They were examined by Dot Gonsal (pictured). Dot 
and her husband Norm competed in the World 
Professional Dance Championships in Melbourne in 
1962, together with many other lifetime 
accomplishments. Ian and Julie's teacher is Rhett 
English.  Rhett and his wife Kym have also travelled 
and competed worldwide and now run the Dance 
Gallery at Torrensville. 
 
Ian and Julie look forward to their weekly lessons with 
Rhett and regularly attend local dance venues 
including Wonderland Ballroom on Unley Road. They 

are now starting to learn the finer points to examination level for three Latin 
dances;  Cha Cha, Rhumba and Samba! And what’s their dream? ‘To attend the 
Masters Games in the Dancesport category at some stage’, Julie responded 
(Ian laughed at the thought). 
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OUR WINTER JOURNEY 
 
It has been said that travel is one of the few things you buy that makes you 
richer! 
 

To escape the southern winter and enable Ian to convalesce after surgery, we 
spent three weeks recently on the glorious Sunshine Coast. Whilst there, we 
were most surprised to bump into many friends from various corners of 
Australia. Our social life hit a peak during those warm balmy days, where we 
enjoyed the company of not so old friends over coffee, lunch or dinner at the 
local RSL or Surf Club. The grey nomads aren’t so grey these days. 
 

Whenever or wherever we travel, Ian and I like to attend the local Church on a 
Sunday morning. Last year for example, we attended a Holy Communion at 
Canterbury Cathedral in Kent UK, and, after registering on their website as 
“pilgrims”, we were officially met prior to the service by the Canon Pastor. (I 
must add here, we were “pilgrims” to a certain degree.  Born in Canterbury 
mid last century, the purpose of the trip to south east England was to visit the 
famous Cathedral and view the Shrine of Sir Thomas Becket, which we did. ) 
So a visit to the very contemporary Mooloolaba Uniting Church was a must do.  
The service began with a seven piece band playing various instruments and 
singing modern day tunes with lyrics we had not heard before. Nevertheless, it 
was an effervescent upbeat beginning to the service.  
 

After three introductory songs, the guitar player came forward from the back 
row to welcome the congregation, including a special welcome to visitors. It 
was then that we realised that the guitar player was the Minister. 
  

The actual sermon was very good.  The reading for the day was Matthew 14: 
22-33, Jesus Walks on Water.  The Minister began his sermon by inviting the 
children to the front of the church and asking them to quietly sit. He put in 
front of them a bucket of water that was initially hidden out of sight. The 
Minister took his shoes off. He had the children’s attention.  And everyone 
else’s attention also! 
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The Minister then asked the children if they thought he could walk on the 
water.  One little boy exclaimed “No, you will get your socks wet”!  The others 
all agreed, shaking their heads in unison. 
 
A condensed and simpler version of the reading was told to the children, after 
which they returned to their seats.  
   
The Minister addressed the Congregation and his interpretation of Matthew 
14: 22-33 got me in. 
 

 
 
He suggested that when the Disciple Peter walked toward Jesus on the water, 
Peter believed, not only in Jesus, but in himself. He had faith in Jesus who 
beckoned him and also in his own abilities. “But when he (Peter) saw the wind, 
he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out “Lord, save me!”.  (Matthew 14: 
29) 
 
In a moment of later reflection, I couldn’t help but think about times in my life 
when I “saw the wind and was afraid”.  Possible opportunities and experiences 
missed through the lack of faith, courage or focus.  The wind will always stop 
eventually. It was a good story to tell the children who still have their lives 
ahead of them.  
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The service was very different to our own at Clayton Wesley.  Far from 
“traditional”, but it had its own sweetness and surprises, it was joyful and it 
did get me thinking. 
 

But, as always, after three weeks away, it was great to 
come “home”, to a Sunday service with familiar faces 
and meaningful hymns written by prophets and 
scholars long gone.  And to a beautiful old Church with 
a 120 year old Pipe Organ. 
 

Julie Kroehn 
 

After the Church Service, Ian and I had a coffee and a 
read of the local paper at a quaint Café on the 
Mooloolaba Boulevard. It seems that we were getting 
the same  message everywhere that day! 

 

 
 

Part of the artwork on the side path 
to Hope’s Café created by  
Marisha Matthews 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. Do not 
lose your inner peace for anything whatsoever, even if your whole world 
seems upset. 
 
Have patience with all things, But, first of all with yourself. 
 

St Francis de Sales (1567-1622) 



The Spire October 2017                                                                            Page 14 
 

The children came to Him 
 
The story about the piece of Clayton history that hangs on the wall in Hope 
Hall, namely the oil painting by Marie Tuck, brought a response from Jan 
Carpenter. Jan wrote as follows:  

My neighbour, David Greig, 
passes on to me his copy of The 
Spire.  I am always interested in 
the articles not only because it 
is a neighbouring church, but 
also because of family 
connections with Clayton. 
 

I was interested in your article 
‘The Children Came to Him’.  Of 
particular interest was the 
mention of the Payne family.   
The Mrs Payne mentioned was 

my Aunty Mabel, who lived in Howard Street, Beulah Park.   Mabel was one of 
my Father’s older sisters, and I remember visiting her and her husband Alec on 
many occasions.    
 

The Paynes were a very musical family. Mabel played the piano, as did her 
daughter Dell, Alec played the violin, and Kingsley was a well-known singer.   
Aunty Mabel used to paint, still life, I believe.   My father (Royce Carpenter) 
used to tell me that Mabel played the organ at Clayton, and when he was 
riding his bike home up The Parade and there was water running down the 
gutter, he knew that she was practicing, because the organ at that time was 
powered by water. 
 

My Carpenter grandparents lived in Union Street close to the church.  
Grandfather Edwin, who died the day before I was born, was a carpenter by 
trade, as was his father Samuel, who apparently built the spiral staircase at the 
Newmarket Hotel where he lived for some years.   My father, also a carpenter, 
was apprenticed to his father, although he badly wanted to go to University 
with the ultimate aim of working in the Adelaide Museum. 



The Spire October 2017                                                                            Page 15 
 

The Carpenters attended Clayton, and my mother went to Norwood Wesley.  
However, mother obviously saw the attraction over the road and transferred 
her allegiance. My parents, Royce Carpenter and Ivy Cranston, were married at 
Clayton in November 1927 (I think that's the year).  They lived in the house my 
dad helped build in Gardiner Avenue, Newstead, and although they would 
have preferred to attend Clayton, transferred to the Newstead Methodist 
Church which was in their street. 
 
I don't know if all this is of any interest to you, but thank you for your article 
which has brought back many fond memories. 
Jan Carpenter 
 
Thank you Jan for filling in some interesting facets to the Marie Tuck story. 
 

Geoffrey Bishop 

 
 

On life’s busy thoroughfares 
We meet with angels unawares –  
So, Father, make us kind and wise 

So we may recognise 
The blessings that are ours to make 

If we but open our heart’s door wide 
To let the sunshine of love inside –  
For God is not in far distant places 

But in loving hearts and friendly faces. 
 

From Te Awamutu Anglican Church, Te Awamutu,  
Waikato, New Zealand
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SEEKING A SPACE BEYOND VIOLENCE 
 
Spirit of Woman Project is seeking community input to 
developing a dedicated space in South Australia to honour and 
acknowledge the pain and suffering caused by domestic and 
family violence. 
 

The group is proposing a focal point for remembrance as well as a place where 
the general community can come together to celebrate collective courage, 
unity and harmony and share their hopes for a future Australia that is free 
from violence. 

 
Spirit of Woman grew out of the efforts of Helen Oxenham to raise awareness 
of the impact of domestic and family violence in our community. Helen, who is 
now in her 80s, was affected by family violence during her childhood years in 
Ireland. ‘I felt strongly that I wanted to recognise the spirit of women and 
families who have fought silent battles against violence. It is so important that 
we remember their sacrifices and all those who have died, suffered or 
continue to endure violence,’ said Helen. 
 

‘Along with others I am seeking to create a memorial which will be meeting 
place for sharing stories and for healing people who have suffered. Victims 
need to be able to tell their story in whatever manner they choose and in a 
safe place.’ 
 

Helen’s own story is, sadly, familiar. ‘My mother suffered as a wife and as a 
mother trying to protect her children. I stood up for my siblings and got a 
beating for it: we lived in a terrible atmosphere. At the time I wasn’t old 
enough to realise what our mother was going through. I thought it was her 
own fault and it was only years later that I fully understood things. I went back 
to Ireland – after moving here - to see my mother and ask for her forgiveness 
for the hard things I had said to her.’ 
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At the end of World War II Helen met and married August, a German and a 
displaced citizen. ‘He was a wonderful man. We moved to Australia and set up 
a watch-making and jeweller’s shop at Christies Beach.  
 

‘In the 1970s, when I was working in the shop, I met Peggy who was with the 
Department of Community Welfare at the office just down the street from our 
shop. She told me about some of the domestic violence cases she was dealing 
with and the need for a local women’s shelter. We decided to do something 
about setting up a shelter. 
  
Setting up a women’s shelter 
‘We did Women’s Studies at Flinders University for a year and then we 
converted one of the rooms behind our shop into a women’s room. There 
were kitchen facilities and books on women’s stories. Local women were soon 
aware that this safe place was there and started coming with their children.  
‘We were soon full up and needed to find a larger shelter which we did. We 
rented a house from the Housing Trust, furnished it with discarded furniture 
and baked and sold lamingtons to raise funds to pay the rent. I worked there 
with volunteer helpers. It wasn’t easy running the shelter as we were given a 
hard time by husbands and the police. All sorts of misinformation about what 
we were doing were spread around.’ 
 

The shelter eventually got some financial support during the period of the 
Whitlam Government. Helen remained with the shelter for many years before 
deciding to step back and look at other areas of advocacy. 
  

Helen remains committed to the cause. She is both dynamic and inspiring. 
When asked how she continues on she smiles and says, ‘I think it’s my Irish 
sense of humour and our belief in spirits in our lives and in the landscape. 
‘That apart, domestic violence is still very much with us and that drives me not 
to give up. Governments do not commit the resources needed to fight the 
problem but they can find funds for other causes, including going to war. We 
need to move on from providing more shelters to better community education 
and awareness. 
‘I keep wondering how long it is going to take to change the situation? I feel 
compelled to do more; we need to stand up for action. Women and children 
remain haunted by their past, or their present, and are generally unable to talk 
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about it. Often a sense of shame prevails over seeking help through discussion. 
Women are not willing to talk and share experiences in public. Self-blame is so 
destructive.’ 
 
Spirit of Woman 
‘Being haunted by past spirits is why the name Spirit of Woman was adopted. 
It expresses the spirit and strength within those affected by violence. The true 
spirit needs to return. 
 

‘I think we will only move on in society when women are fully given equal 
rights so there is no reason to be subservient. Focussing on human rights is 
critical to resolving social issues and it is so important that we touch the 
younger generation and stop them blindly following the same path as earlier 
generations.’ 
 

Spirit of Woman is seeking ideas from the community regarding the ‘Place of 
Courage’ which they would like to see located within the City of Adelaide 
where it can be accessible to residents and visitors alike.  
 

Survey forms are available from CWUC office and at Goodies, or complete the 
survey online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/spiritofwoman . For more 
information about the project see www.spiritofwoman.com.au or 
www.facebook.com/spiritofwoman1/  
 
Geoffrey Bishop 

 

 
 
 
Hope’s Café – Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 3 pm in Hope Hall, 
offering light lunches, coffee, tea and hospitality on a pay-what-you-
can-afford basis. We also offer free English language classes from 11 
am. 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/spiritofwoman
http://www.spiritofwoman.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/spiritofwoman1/
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A FINE HYMN WRITER RECALLED 
 

I'll praise my Maker while I've breath; 
and when my voice is lost in death, 

praise shall employ my nobler powers. 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past 
while life and thought and being last, 

or immortality endures. 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 
In our services we quite often have hymns that were written by Isaac Watts. 
Although he was writing over 300 years ago, his words continue to be relevant 
and appropriate for the current age. One of his most famous hymns is I’ll 
praise my maker. It was set to the tune Monmouth composed by Gabriel Davis 
(c.1768-1748). Davis is far less well-known than Rev. Watts; he was director of 
music at the Baptist Chapel at Portsea.  
 

Isaac Watts was the son of a schoolmaster, 
and was born in Southampton, 17 July 
1674. He is said to have shown remarkable 
precocity in childhood, beginning the study 
of Latin, in his fourth year, and writing 
respectable verses at the age of seven. At 
the age of 16, he went to London to study 
in the Academy of the Rev. Thomas Rowe, 
an Independent minister. In 1698, he 
became assistant minister of the 
Independent Church, Berry Street, London. 
In 1702, he became pastor. 
 
In 1712, he accepted an invitation to visit 
Sir Thomas Abney, at his residence of 

Abney Park, and at Sir Thomas' pressing request, made it his home for the 
remainder of his life. It was a residence most favourable for his health, and for 
the prosecution of his literary labours. He did not retire from ministerial 
duties, but preached as often as his delicate health would permit. 
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The number of Watts' publications is very large. His collected works, first 
published in 1720, embrace sermons, treatises, poems and hymns. His Horae 
Lyricae [poems/lyrics of the hours] was published in December, 1705. His 
Hymns appeared in July 1707. The first hymn he is said to have composed for 
religious worship is Behold the glories of the Lamb, written at the age of 20. It 
is as a writer of psalms and hymns that he is everywhere known. Some of his 
hymns were written to be sung after his sermons, giving expression to the 
meaning of the text upon which he had preached. Watts was acclaimed as ‘the 
greatest name among hymn-writers’ and the honour can hardly be disputed. 
His published hymns number more than eight hundred. 
 

Watts died on 25 November  1748, and was buried at Bunhill Fields, London*. 
A monumental statue was erected in Southampton, his native town, and there 
is also a monument to his memory in the South Choir of Westminster Abbey. 
‘Happy will be that reader whose mind is disposed, by his verses or his prose, 
to imitate him in all but his non-conformity, to copy his benevolence to men, 
and his reverence to God.’ (Memorials of Westminster Abbey  p. 325) 
 
(Adapted from Annotations of the Hymnal, Charles Hutchins, M.A., 1872) 
 

Geoffrey Bishop 

*The Old Bunhill Fields Burial Ground is close to John Wesley’s church, Wesley’s 

Chapel and Leysian Mission (City Road, London) and contains the graves of many 

famous non-conformists including John Bunyan and Daniel Defoe and the Wesley’s 

mother, Susanna. 

 
 

Try saying these –  
 

Quintina Quirk quarrelled with the queer, quaint, quadroon Queen of 
Quinto and quizzingly questioned her quivering, quaking quartermaster. 
 

Lucy Larkins lately let a lovely, lonely lady look leisurely at a large live 
lobster by the aid of a lucid, little limelight.
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RESPONSE TO THE PUZZLE 
 

From the last edition - This is a puzzle which appeared in The 
Spire in August 1969. It was submitted by Ruth Sinclair. 

 
Instructions – using all the figures 1 to 9 fill in the squares so that 

each column adds up to 15 each direction and diagonally. 
 

   

   

   

 
How many readers got a solution? Well, here is the response we 

received from Steve Thornton. 
 

How nice to see a mathematical puzzle in the July Spire. The puzzle is to 

use all of the numbers 1 to 9 to fill the squares in a 3 x 3 grid so that each 

column, row and diagonal adds up to 15. 

Here is one solution: 

4 9 2 

3 5 7 

8 1 6 

Here is one explanation of the answer. 

There are only eight ways of making a total of 15 using the numbers 1 to 

9. 

They are: 1 + 5 + 9 * 1 + 6 + 8 * 2 + 4 + 9 * 2 + 5 + 8 * 2 + 6 + 7 

3 + 4 + 8 * 3 + 5 + 7 * 4 + 5 + 6. 

There are three rows, three columns and two diagonals (eight altogether) 

in the grid, so these eight sums must be the numbers in the rows, 

columns and diagonals. But which is which? 
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The number at the centre of the grid is part of one row, one column and 

both diagonals, so is in four of the sums. The only number that is in the 

list of equations four times is 5. So 5 is the number in the centre. 

 

The corner numbers are part of one row, one column and one diagonal, 

so each is in three of the sums. The numbers that appear three times are 

2, 4, 6 and 8. 

 

So one diagonal is 2, 5, 8, the other is 4, 5, 6. Let’s fill them in. It doesn’t 

matter how, but 8 has to be opposite 2, and 4 opposite 6 to get 15 in each 

diagonal, viz.. 

4  2 

 5  

8  6 

Now it’s easy to work out the other numbers. 

 

The numbers in the solution at the top can be rearranged, but the middle 

number is always 5, the corner numbers are always 2, 4, 6 and 8, with 2 

opposite 8 and 4 opposite 6. Once you have decided where they go, the 

rest are easy to work out. 

 

This is a magic square. The ancient 

Chinese knew about magic squares. They 

called it the Lo Shu Square, or Nine Halls 

Diagram. It dates back to at least 80 CE, and 

possibly to 570 BCE. Apparently in ancient 

China there was a huge flood and the people 

offered sacrifices to the god of one of the 

flooding rivers, the Luo River, to try to calm 

his anger. A magical turtle emerged from the 

water with this pattern on its shell. 

. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turtle
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Magic squares also appear in 

works of art. There is a 4 x 4 

magic square in Albrecht 

Dürer’s 1514 copperplate 

engraving Melancholia 1 (at top 

right under the bell). 

 

The image expanded is shown 

below. 

 

You can check that each row, 

column and diagonal adds up to 

34. Not only that, but each set 

of four squares in each quarter 

also adds up to 34. 

 

 

Dürer’s engraving shows a 

winged being sitting dejectedly, 

surrounded by unused objects of science, craft 

and art. One interpretation is that the 

engraving shows a sad intellectual, a great 

mind surrounded by unused tools of discovery 

and creation. The message might be that 

melancholy, or depression, can affect anyone. 

 

Thank you Steve for this fascinating 

discussion! Ed. 

 

 

We love receiving our copy of The Spire. Thank you for remembering us. 

Warmest greetings from chilly (in July) Canberra and God bless. 

Ann Modoo and Steve Thornton 
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LEXOPHILIA 
 

This piece was headed ‘Lexophilia’ – the compiler should have consulted 
a dictionary! Lexicology is the study of words and their form, history and 
meaning. This list is hardly that … 
 
How does Moses make his tea?  Hebrews it. 
 
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 
 
Jokes about German sausages are the wurst. 
 
I know a man who is addicted to brake fluid but he says he can stop any 
time. 
 
This girl said she recognised me from the vegetarian café but I’d never 
met herbivore. 
 
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went but then it dawned on 
me. 
 
I tried to catch some fog but I mist it. 
 
I’m reading a book about anti-gravity forces and I can’t put it down. 
 
I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words. 
 
What is a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary called? A thesaurus. 
 
Broken pencils are pointless. 
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SOME STORIES RECALLED BY GIL JOHNSON 

Many years ago, at St Morris Methodist Church, the minister gave a joke 
before presenting his sermon. It concerned some cannibalistic islanders. 
The chief was troubled with a very painful stomach ache and a member 

asked him, ‘Was it a boiler?’ to which he replied, ‘No, it was a friar.’ 

 

A fishing saga that did not end well! 

During World War II, Reginald Dudley Johnson, my father, was 
employed at Penfold’s Winery at Magill. We were living at Hackney at 
the time. He used to push his bike up Magill Road with a head wind in 
the morning and enjoyed a sea breeze on the way home. 

He made a friend at work. This chap suffered from TB and they thought 
a nice dry climate up the River Murray would do him some good so they 
decided to go fishing at Blanchetown. 

At the time petrol was scarce and being creative fellows they used a 
coal fuelled gas burner which was fitted to the rear of the car. They 
loaded all their fishing gear on board and away they went.  

They were getting close to Blanchetown when they had a blow-out. As 
the car was carrying extra weight on the back of the vehicle it swung 
over and a melee stump went through the roof between the two seats. 
They ended up with a tangle of fishing gear and a trip to the nearest 
hospital for treatment. This put an end to their fishing trip! 

 
Almost all our misfortunes in life come from the wrong notions we have 
about the things that happen to us. To know men thoroughly, to judge 

events sanely is, therefore, a great step towards happiness.  

Stendhal (Henri Beyle) (1783-1842) 
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SMILE AND THINK A WHILE 
 

A VICTORIAN PUNSTER AT PLAY 
 

Wilhelmina Wilkins was a worthy, witty widow washerwoman who 
washed woollen waistcoats, worsted waistbands and waterproof 
wrappers with a Wertheim washing machine. William Watson, a wide-
awake, widowed waterman wisely walked out with her, whispered, 
winked, wooed, won, wedded and wafted her across the wide 
wasteland of Westmoreland. 
 
Harriet Hopkins had a habitual, harsh, haughty, huffy, hateful, hideous, 
horrid, headstrong, heedless, hysterical habit of henpecking her hapless 
husband at home. 
 
If all the world were made of apple pie, 
And all the seas were ink, 
And all the trees were bread and cheese, 
What would we have to drink? 
It’s enough to make an old man scratch his head and think. 

 
Three wise men of Gotham 

Went to sea in a wicker boat; 

If the boat had been stronger, 

Then my verse would have been longer. 
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 

Prayer Group – Friday 10.30 am in 
the Choir Vestry. All welcome, 
come and join the group. 
 

Fellowship – First Thursday of each 
month at 1.30 pm in Hope Hall.  
All welcome. 
 

Congregation Luncheons – We 
hold shared luncheons bimonthly 
mostly on the second Sunday in 
Clayton Chapel or Hope Hall. 
 

 
Wednesday Fellowship – monthly 
on the second Wednesday at 5.30 
pm in Hope Hall.  
An opportunity to share a meal 
together, study and worship in a 
low key way. All welcome. 
 
 
Chatty Crafters Coffee Club – if 
you are working on a craft project 
why not bring it along to Hope’s 
Café and share your craftiness with 
like-minded people?  
Wednesdays in Hope Hall  
from 1 to 3 pm. 
 

Tuesday Gang – property 
maintenance, each Tuesday from 

9.00 am. We offer people the 
opportunity to meet while taking 
part in looking after the 
maintenance of our beautiful 
church grounds. 
 

 
Goodies Op Shop  
Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am to  
4 pm; Saturday 10 am to 1 pm;  
ph 8332 8631 
Goodies is always full of good 
quality used clothing and other 
goods donated by the wider 
community and staffed by friendly 
volunteers. If you are interested in 
helping in the shop, contact Audrey 
Swanbury) ph. 8331 9589. 
 
 

Uniting Communities Eastern 
Services  
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10 am to 3 pm 
 Telephone 8331 3529 
 

Offering assistance to those in 
need, UC is a service where people 
can obtain emergency food parcels 
and vouchers, counselling and 
financial advice.
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THE SPIRE 
A publication of  
Clayton-Wesley Uniting Church 
and The Clayton-Wesley Spire Community 
Beulah Park, SA 5067 
www.claytonwesley.com.au 
 
Please send/give contributions for The Spire to  
Geoffrey Bishop telephone (08) 8390 3138  
email – gcbishop@westnet.com.au 
 

Next edition December 2017; contributions due  
by Sunday 19th November 2017 
 

 
 

Barrel Wave by Jason Aslin 
 


