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THE DANCE OF LIFE! 

The season after Pentecost gives us an opportunity to reflect on how the Spirit 

of the risen Jesus impacts our lives. His resurrection teaches us faith, hope, 

love, death and how all things renew, within each of us and in our community.  
 

Those of us who remember the famous painting “The Dance” by Henri Matisse 

which I spoke briefly about in late May, will recall how it embraces happiness 

and mystery,  and how we should all wake up each morning with that very 

thought in mind…”How great it is to be alive!”. Why can’t we all be like the 

birds we hear in the morning at daybreak ... singing a song of thankfulness for 

a brand new day? God is Alive and Christ is with us; it is another beautiful 

thought for each morning! 
 

And did you notice, in contemplation of that oil painting commissioned over 

100 years ago, that the dancers are not ALL holding hands? In the foreground, 

there is a break in the circuit. What does this mean, one might ask? Well, an 

interpretation is that the artist is inviting the viewer to join into the circle of 

the joyous rhythms of nature and the cosmos! And you may have noted the 

vibrant colours of the painting, of red, green and blue, uniting Man, Heaven 

and Earth. 
 

Bette Midler’s song “The Wind Beneath My Wings” reminds me of God’s 

powerful humility. Powerful, as His presence is always there with us, and for 

us. Humility, in that He lets US shine, but He is the “wings beneath our wings” 

and, given that strength, we have the ability to “fly higher than an eagle”.   

God speaks to us in many ways. In the sunrise and sunset. Through the love of 

children or grandchildren or special friends. Or even through the 
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companionship of our little pets that some of us had photos of, or actually 

brought along to the “Blessing of the Animals”.  He speaks in actions that 

transcend language. And sometimes, if we listen, we may even hear a gentle 

whisper in our subconscious!  

As Isaiah prophesized, 40:31, “Those who trust in the LORD will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.” 

Regardless of our age, let’s all try and remember to live each day as our own 

very special gift. A brand new day to soar like an eagle and join in the dance of 

life!  

I could go on. Enough said. God Bless 

Paul 

 
 

Good cooking is always appreciated by people or good taste, and 

whether the housewife or the French chef prepares the meal, they both 

demand good food. 

 

We may live without poetry, music or art, 

We may live without conscience, and live without heart; 

We may live without friends, we may live without books; 

But civilised man cannot live without cooks! 

Owen Meredith 

 

(from Lady Young’s Cookery Book. St John’s Cathedral,  

Hong Kong 1953) 
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ABOUT OUR PEOPLE - Sharing Friendship 
 

On Sunday 25th June we celebrated the 40th anniversary Uniting Church 
in Australia. The cover image depicts part of our denominational 
origins. This is the Methodist Central Hall, London. This is one of the 
largest Methodist churches in Great Britain. It is often overlooked by 
visitors to London. It is located at Westminster and is literally just across 
the road from Westminster Abbey. 
 

The service was led by Rev. Kerry Pierce and it was her final service with 
us as she concluded her time as Pastoral Care Minister at the end of 
June. Kerry was thanked for her dedicated contribution to our 
community over the past year during the service and at morning tea. 
She and Rob have completed a course to enable them to become carers 
for foster children. We wish them well in this new undertaking. 
 

We do not currently have a full-time roving reporter to record what 
members of the congregation are up to. Here a few random snippets: 
 

Ian Kroehn has recovered well from surgery in mid-April. Jane Vabolis 
returned from an “enjoyable and relaxing break in the Heart of 
Australia”.  
 

Our congratulations to Mandy’s husband Rev. Bob Hutchinson who has 
been appointed as the new minister at Morialta Uniting Church, Magill. 
 

It is great to be able to report that Reza Vazari has been doing well in 
the accreditation course to obtain his certification as a qualified 
electrician in Australia. He’s now at the stage of getting his thoughts 
around the regulation and standards relating to the field. 
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Congratulations to David and Janet on the birth of their son Billy in mid- 
June. Daughter Ella is seemingly pleased too. 
 

On a sad note, Gwen Willing passed away on Tuesday 27th June. Our 
thoughts are with Richard and their family. 
 

Not a usual sight in our church but a number of dogs and a sprinkling of 
other animals attended the ‘blessing of the animals’ service in May. 

 
 

Right: Students from Seymour 
College spent time at Clayton 
Wesley in May doing 
community work as part of 
their course. They helped out in 
various areas including Uniting 
Communities, Hope’s Café and 
also attended the Fellowship 
meeting. Jean Bishop, a former 
Seymour (PGC) student, was 
guest speaker at the Fellowship 
meeting. 
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Recent events at our 
church have included 
the most successful 
Inspired Market which 
The Spire Community 
ran in association with 
Etsy Adelaide. Around 
4000 people attended 
and enjoyed the 
numerous high-quality 
craft displays and the 

interesting styles of food that were available. Goodies shop took part in 
the market and did a good trade with many people not having been to 
the shop before. Plans are underway to repeat the market later this 
year. 

 

On Sunday 25 June we were presented a well-
attended concert recital by Notos Nonet one 
of whose members is our Music Director 
Mandy Hutchinson (flute). The group which 
formed in 2015 to perform the rewarding but 
rarely heard nonet repertoire takes its name 
from Notos, the musical sounding Greek god of 
the south wind. 
 

The concert comprised three contrasting works by Muzio Clementi, 
Bohuslav Martinu – composed in 1959 with strong overtones of his 
Bohemian/Czech background, and the fine Nonet Op. 139 by Josef 
Rheinberger who spent his early years in Vaduz, Liechtenstein and his 
later career in Munich.  
 

Next concert – Sunday 10th September at 2.00 pm there will be a grand 
organ recital to mark the 120th anniversary of our J.E. Dodd Pipe 
Organ.
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“The Boy Behind the Curtain” by Tim Winton 

 

A Book (and a Sermon) in Review 
 

On the sixth Sunday of Easter, our Minister Paul Turley provided a 
Sermon on John 14: 15-21. This passage is about Love and Belief, as 
spoken by Jesus at the Last Supper when He is preparing His disciples 
for what is to come.  
 

During his Sermon, Paul mentioned how important it is to have 
someone just being alongside of you in time of need or, alternatively 
the kindness of supporting someone else in this way. Unsolicited. 
Unpretentious. Unassuming.  
 

It reminded me of a book I have just finished. Australian literary legend 
Tim Winton’s latest book titled “The Boy Behind the Curtain”. It is a 
compilation of memoirs. What enticed me to borrow this book from our 
local Library was an interview I watched on ABC’s Compass between Tim 
and Geraldine Doogue AO. Having never read or seen an interview with 
Winton before, I found him humble and articulate with thought 
provoking responses! 
 

The book reads like a casual, honest chat and has many memorable 
one-liners that depict his personality and his iconic Australian 
upbringing in the Perth suburb of Karrinyup. He shares many religious 
beliefs and insights into his childhood going to church three times each 
Sunday. “I still remain a believer and even a church-goer, though I am in 
more than one sense irregular. Church was my village, but I doubt I’ll 
ever be truly at ease there again. All the same, on a Sunday evening, 
wherever I am, I feel that tidal pull, the old melancholy descends, and 
it’s as homely and as unsettling as the smell of the sea”.  
 

But what intrigued me the most and was relevant to the sermon, was 
Tim Winton’s memory outlined in the third Chapter “Havoc: A life in 
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Accidents”, of the strange visitor who knocked on his parent’s door one 
evening. 
 
Tim was barely five years old at the time, when his dad, a motorcycle 
cop, was knocked off his motorbike and suffered horrific injuries. Tim’s 
dad was in a coma for weeks at the Royal Perth Hospital and when he 
eventually came home, he was an “effigy of my father”. The family was 
devastated. The once strong and able man was confined to his bed 
behind a closed door.  “When I think of that long hard summer I 
remember the wordless heaviness in the house, the fog of dread we 
were all trapped in.” His father had to be fed and bathed, which was a 
difficult task in itself by a wife and mother who had her work cut out 
keeping the household and her three young children going. “During this 
time, mum was stoic and subdued.” 
 

One evening an unknown visitor knocked on the door, unannounced 
and uninvited, and asked if he could help. “He just showed up, and in 
the weeks ahead, every time that stranger returned, I was there at the 
door like a sentry, straining to hear, keeping tabs.” Each night, the 
stranger carried Tim’s dad to the bathroom to bathe him and “anointed 
the old man with oil in a manner of ancient Christian tradition and 
prayed that Dad might be healed.” 
 
As Tim remarked in an interview with Andrew Denton, “It turned out 
that this bloke, Len Thomas, was from a local church and he'd heard 
that the old man was sick, and he thought he'd come and help out. And 
this weird, kind of strangely sacrificial act, where he'd come and wash 
another grown man and carry him to bed and look after him in a way 
that Mum just physically couldn't do. Something, you know, it really 
touched me, in that regardless of theology or anything else, watching a 
grown man bother, for nothing, to show up and wash a sick man...you 
know, it really affected me” 
 

Tim’s father’s recovery was “faster and more complete than anyone had 
expected”. He goes on to write, “I absorbed a new energy and purpose 
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that came into Dad’s life and also into Mum’s as a result of this 
stranger’s compassion. I think of it as an act of grace.”  
 
This is one of many thought provoking memoirs in this book, which is 
well worth a read!  
 

Julie Kroehn 
 

 ABC Radio reports - this is Alex Sloan's favourite 

book of the year! 

‘Truly one of Australia's greatest writers, Tim's 

latest book is 22 essays giving us a rare insight into 

Tim's life and writing.’ 

 
 
 

Goodies turned 21 in April 
 

 

Goodies 
 

Celebrating 21 years of community involvement 
 

1996 - 2017 
 

CLAYTON WESLEY UNITING CHURCH 
 

THE SPIRE COMMUNITY 
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The children came to Him 
 
A piece of Clayton history hangs on the wall in Hope Hall. This is the oil 
painting by Marie Tuck. Its story was told in an article in The Spire of 
June 1969 written by Marjorie Phillips. 
 

 The famous South Australian 
artist Marie Anne Tuck (1866-
1947) was born at Mount Torrens 
where her father, Edward S. Tuck, 
was the school-master. She 
studied in Adelaide with James 
Ashton at his Norwood studio and 
the Adelaide Academy of Arts. In 
1906 she went to Paris where she 
studied with Rupert Bunny, also 
born in Australia. 
 

Marjorie Phillips says the painting was given to Clayton by the late Dr 
Gertrude Halley, a former church member. Dr Halley was a friend of 
Marie Tuck. The painting was restored during 1969 by Les carter who 
lived at 47 Howard Street, Beulah Park, next to other friends of Marie 
Tuck, namely the Payne family. 
 
Les Carter was a former pupil of Marie Tuck. His capable restoration saw 
it rehung in Hope Hall. To quote: It used to hang on the southern wall of 
Hope Hall and the lighting did not do it full justice. In its present position 
[on the northern wall] the full beauty of the painting is revealed.’ 
 
Mrs Payne told Marjorie Phillips that she first met Marie Tuck at ‘Willow 
Bend’, the lovely home of Mr and Mrs Fred Harris. ‘Willow Bend’ was a 
large citrus orchard property between Payneham and Walkerville on the 
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River Torrens. Mrs Payne spent many happy times there with her 
friends Mrs Harris and Miss Tuck. 
 
Marie Tuck painted 12 Biblical pictures to replace those destroyed in 
Reims Cathedral during World War I. Mrs Harris and Mrs Payne sat for 
Marie Tuck at her Frewville studio as figures for a number of these 
paintings, draped in various coloured robes and scarves. ‘Out at ‘Willow 
Bend’, at times we would be figures in the distance to lend colour while 
she was painting the willow trees, or on the old swing bridge crossing 
the river.’  
 
The Harris’ property at Marden was sold to the Government for 
returned soldier’s blocks in 1918. 
 

Marie Tuck’s niece was also a well-known artist, Ruth Tuck (1914-2008) 
 

Geoffrey Bishop 
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LE MAGASIN GASTRONOMIQUE 
 
Ever tried a Mariage Frères teas from the most prestigious tea 
merchants in Paris? Or some Valhrona deluxe quality chocolates from a 
small town in the Hermitage region near Lyon?  
 
For those who may be looking for a unique gift for someone special, 
these gourmet items, along with around 70 other delectable products, 
are now available just up the hill from our very own Clayton Wesley 
Uniting Church. Or, if you whisper in a certain ear, even delivered free 
of charge any Sunday or Monday at Goodies!  
 
Geoffrey Bishop has now opened the on-line “The Gourmet Shop” 
which specialises in fine foods from Great Britain, France, Australia and 
New Zealand.  “We have a range of interesting sweet and savoury 
biscuits, cheeses, jams, chocolates, mustards, relishes and teas”, 
Geoffrey explains.  “Our brands also include Artisan Biscuits, 
Tracklements condiments, La Perruche confectionary and Whittards 
teas from Great Britain.  Not forgetting Australian produce, we also 
feature Simon Johnson conserves and condiments, Nairne gourmet 
foods and Ashton Valley sparkling apple Juice. These products can be 
purchased individually or in gift hampers.” 
 
The Gourmet Shop, or “Le Magasin Gastronomique”, evokes the 
tradition started in 1916 when Charles and Alice Bishop (Geoffrey’s 
great grandparents) left Basket Range to start the “The Quality Shop” at 
O’Connell Street, North Adelaide. “A century later, we have returned to 
the gourmet food trade”, Geoffrey added. “We also feel that it is a 
complementary business to the cottage accommodation that Bishops 
Adelaide Hills provide on our orchard property in the Adelaide Hills”.   
 



The Spire July 2017                                                                            Page 14 
 

The inspiration behind Le Magasin Gastronomique lies not only in the 
traditional sense, but also the French connection, which is dear to 
Geoffrey’s heart. Having visited France in 2012 and now in his third year 
at Alliance Française learning the language, Geoffrey is becoming semi-
fluent in speaking and reading. He has recently read the books “Les 
Trois Petits Cochons” and “Boucles d’or et les Trios Ours”*, stories 
which dates back to the 1840s and have parallels in many cultures!   
 
A published author, Geoffrey is also currently working on two new 
books, both historical, which is no surprise. One book, which is nearly 
completed, is a 125th Anniversary book on Château Tanunda. The first 
two winemakers at the winery were French and he is in contact with 
descendants of both of them. Being able to correspond in French has 
proven very useful as one resides near Avignon in France. The other 
book celebrates 50 years of Clayton Church Homes which was 
established in 1967 by this congregation. Three of his earlier books are 
also for sale on The Gourmet Shop website. 
   
When you have a few minutes to spare, have a look at the website 
www.thegourmetshop.com.au 
It is most impressive!  

Julie Kroehn 
 

*translations: The Three Little Pigs and Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The French 
sounds good though!  
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.thegourmetshop.com.au/
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AN OCCASIONAL HYMN AND MRS MINIVER 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

Jan Placzek (Struther) 
 

Interesting connections abound once you start looking. This lovely hymn 
was written by Jan Placzek who in another life was known as Jan 
Struther, writer and journalist and author of the famous series of books 
about Mrs Miniver. The words are sung to an Irish melody which was 
arranged by Erik Reginald Routley. 
 

Jan Struther was the pen name of Joyce Anstruther later Graham, Placzek) 
(1901-1953), an English writer best remembered for her character Mrs Miniver 
and a number of hymns, including "Lord of All Hopefulness". She was the 
daughter of Henry Torrens Anstruther, a Scottish Liberal MP, and the Hon. Eva 
Isabella Henrietta Hanbury-Tracy, whose father was Lord Sudeley. She was 
born in London but spent her childhood in Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire. 

In 1923 she married Anthony Maxtone Graham, a broker at Lloyd's of London, 
with whom she had three children. In the 1930s she started to write for Punch 
magazine, and this brought her to the attention of The Times newspaper, 
where Peter Fleming asked her to write a series of columns for the paper, 
about "an ordinary sort of woman who leads an ordinary sort of life – rather 
like yourself". The character she created, Mrs Miniver, proved a huge success, 

and the columns were subsequently published in book 
form in 1939. 

On the outbreak of WWII, this book became the basis 
for a patriotic and sentimental film, Mrs Miniver, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pen_name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mrs._Miniver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_All_Hopefulness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitchurch,_Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Maxtone_Graham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd%27s_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punch_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Fleming_(writer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mrs_Miniver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mrs._Miniver_(film)
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released in 1942, which won six Academy Awards, including Best Picture. 

By this time, she had gone to America as a lecturer. In the 1940s she was a 
frequent guest panellist on the popular American radio quiz show Information 
Please, where she provided a warm and witty presence. 

Her second husband was Adolf Placzek, a Viennese art historian 12 years her 
junior. She married him five years before her early death from cancer. 

As well as the creation of the character Mrs Miniver in a fortnightly column in 
The Times, she is remembered for her hymns, including "Lord of All 
Hopefulness", "When a Knight Won His Spurs" and "Daisies are Our Silver". 
These resulted from an approach by Canon Percy Dearmer of Westminster 
Abbey, Words Editor of the enlarged edition of "Songs of Praise" published in 
1931 by Oxford University Press. Ironically, Struther was an agnostic, although 
she did go to church. 

"Lord of All Hopefulness" is set to the melody of an Irish folksong, collected in 
the village of Slane, which is also the melody of another well-known hymn, ”Be 
Thou My Vision”. In English hymn books, where traditional folk tunes are used, 
the place of collection is attributed as the tune name. The setting is by 
Congregational pastor, musician and hymn writer Erik Reginald Routley (1917-
1982). 

Dr Routley also led an interesting and varied life. He attended Magdalen 
College, Oxford University (BA 1936) and studied at Mansfield College (where 
he was tutor and lecturer in church history in 1948). After ordination, he 
became pastor of the Dartford Congregational Church, and received his 
Bachelor of Divinity the next year, and his doctorate from Oxford in 1952. In 
1970, he was elected president of the Congregational Church of England and 
Wales. Routley moved to Princeton, New Jersey, in 1975 become a visiting 
professor and director of music at Princeton Theological Seminary, and 
Professor of Church Music at Westminster Choir College.  

To quote his biographer, “His work significantly influenced hymnals and hymn 

singing in the United States during the last quarter of the twentieth century. 

His lectures, filled with delightful humour, were lucid, informative and rich in 

the understanding of a specialized subject important to all who love and sing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_Please
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_Please
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_All_Hopefulness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_All_Hopefulness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/When_a_Knight_Won_His_Spurs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_Dearmer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songs_of_Praise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnosticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_All_Hopefulness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melody
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folksong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Be_Thou_My_Vision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Be_Thou_My_Vision


The Spire July 2017                                                                            Page 17 
 

hymns and psalms. His lasting influence as a theologian of music, and mentor 

to American church musicians, cannot be underestimated.” 

The writer proudly stated, “Dr Routley deserves full credit for halting the 

dreary practice of singing “Amen” at the end of each hymn sung in American 

churches”. 

Geoffrey Bishop 

 
 

A PUZZLE 
 

This is a puzzle which appeared in The Spire in August 1969.  
It was submitted by Ruth Sinclair. 

 
Instructions – using all the figures 1 to 9 fill in the squares so that 

each column adds up to 15 each direction and diagonally. 
 
 

   

   

   

 
 

We hope Ruth recalls how to do this as she  
did not provide a solution!
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

 
 

 
 

 



The Spire July 2017                                                                            Page 19 
 

 
 

Supporting a Cause 
 
Among the numerous places Goodies supports with donations of clothing and 
household items is Birthline Pregnancy Support Inc. Birthline’s volunteers 
provide a 24 hour each day telephone counselling service as well as other 
services from their office at 412 Magill Road, Kensington Gardens.  
 
Over recent years Goodies has donated prams, bouncinettes, slings, strollers 
and toys to Birthline. The organisation also accepts baby clothing (sizes 0000 
to 0), bedding, bottles and sterilisers, playmats, nappies, cots, baths and so on. 
At present it is looking for clothing for young babies (see below). A list of baby 
goods is given on the website www.birthline.org.au  
 
If you can donate any of these goods, please contact the Coordinator Grace 
Juanta on 8331 1223 to arrange delivery (the office is not always staffed). 

 
  WE URGENTLY NEED  
Baby Clothes  
Girls and Boys Sizes 0000 and 000 short & long 

sleeve studded shirts and gro-suits. Thank you. 

 

 

Here are three famous sayings – who said or wrote them? 
 

Nature abhors a vacuum. 
 

Man is a social animal. 
 

We feel and know that we are eternal. 
 

The answer is on page 20.

http://www.birthline.org.au/
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ANAGRAMS 
 

An anagram is a direct word switch or word play, the result of 
rearranging the letters of a word or phrase to produce a new word or 
phrase, using all the original letters exactly once. 
 

See if you can work these out!  
 

DORMITORY - DIRTY ROOM  

PRESBYTERIAN -  

ASTRONOMER -  

DESPERATION -  

THE EYES -  

GEORGE BUSH -  

THE MORSE CODE -  

SLOT MACHINES -  

ANIMOSITY -  

ELECTION RESULTS -  

SNOOZE ALARMS -  

A DECIMAL POINT -  

THE EARTHQUAKES -  

ELEVEN PLUS TWO -  

MOTHER IN LAW - 

 
Answers are on the next page – try not to sneak a look …. 

Famous sayings – all three are by the same person, namely the Dutch 
philosopher Benedict Spinoza (1632-1677). Fans of P.G. Wodehouse’s 
character Jeeves may recall that Spinoza was his favourite writer. Bertie 
Wooster had, of course, never read him. 
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ANAGRAM SOLUTIONS 

 

DORMITORY - DIRTY ROOM  

PRESBYTERIAN - BEST IN PRAYER 

ASTRONOMER - MOON STARER 

DESPERATION - A ROPE ENDS IT 

THE EYES - THEY SEE 

GEORGE BUSH - HE BUGS GORE 

THE MORSE CODE - HERE COME DOTS 

SLOT MACHINES - CASH LOST IN ME 

ANIMOSITY - IS NO AMITY 

ELECTION RESULTS - LIES – LET’S RECOUNT 

SNOOZE ALARMS - ALAS! NO MORE Z’S 

A DECIMAL POINT - IM A DOT IN PLACE 

THE EARTHQUAKES - THAT QUEER SHAKE 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO - TWELVE PLUS ONE 

MOTHER IN LAW - WOMAN HITLER 

 

 

 

Almost all our misfortunes in life come from the wrong notions we have 
about the things that happen to us. To know men thoroughly, to judge 

events sanely is, therefore, a great step towards happiness.  

Stendhal (Henri Beyle) (1783-1842) 
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Clayton Church Homes 50th  
 

Clayton Church Homes turns 50 next April. Events to mark this 
milestone are being planned and will include a history. Your assistance 
in preparing its story would be appreciated (see below for details). 
 

Clayton Church Homes had its origins in the vision of two men, Jack 
Sinclair and Reverend Sydney Munn.  Rev. Syd Munn was the minister at 
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church and Jack Sinclair was the church’s 
treasurer. The opening of the first aged care facility in April 1968 was a 
bold beginning for the new organisation but its growth over the past 50 
years has been far beyond what anyone could have predicted in 1967.  
 

The initial aged care facility was in Beulah Road, Norwood, and this was 
followed by a nursing home located to its immediate north. Today 
Clayton Church Homes operate from 5 sites – Norwood, Magill, 
Prospect, Elizabeth Park (park Village) and Uraidla (Summerhill). It 
provides hostel, nursing home, independent living and apartment 
accommodation. 
 

The continued growth of Clayton Church Homes over the past decade 
has been impressive and reflects the growth in the aged care industry in 
the Australian community in general.  
 

Although always a separate organisation from the church, members of 
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church have played a significant role in its 
development over the past 49 years as volunteers and members of the 
Board of Management.  
 

Where can you help? – I am looking for photographs, particularly of the 
Norwood site in the period 1976 to 2008 – buildings, events or people. 
Please let me know if you can assist! 
 

Geoffrey Bishop 
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REFUGEE WEEK 2017 
 

Refugee Week was marked around the world in late June. We are a bit 
isolated here in Australia from what is continuing to happen with 
refugees in parts of Europe, Africa and the Middle East. It sort of came 
home that the picture has not changed much since the graphic images 
of distress and at sea rescue in 2015 when it was stated that Italy 
received 181,000 migrants/refugees in 2016-17.  
 

Official numbers are not yet available for the current year but here are 
the figures from the World Bank for 2015-16. The World’s total was 
estimated at 21.388 million displaced persons. The numbers are difficult 
to interpret in relation to which countries the people have left so I have 
confined them largely to arrivals from the Middle East and 
northern/central Africa conflicts (in two groupings). They are in 
numerical order and some of the figures are staggering. 
 

Jordan 2,808,351 
Turkey 2,541,352 
Palestine 2,104,001 
Lebanon 1,529,223 
Germany 316,115 
France 273,126 
Sweden 169,520 
United Kingdom 123,067 
Italy 118,047 
The Netherlands 88,536 
Switzerland 73,336 
Austria 72,216 
Norway 50,389 
Australia 36,917 
Belgium 35,341 
Greece 30,239 
Denmark 27,326 
Poland 14,065 
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Africa  
Ethiopia 736,086 
Uganda 477,187 
Chad 369,540 
Cameroon 342,973 
Sudan 309,639 
South Sudan 263,016 
Egypt 212,500 
  

 Geoffrey Bishop 

 
Uniting World Donation – The 
Spire Community recently donated 
$5000 (from Goodies funds) to 
Uniting World’s programme to 
support people overcoming 
poverty and transforming their 
communities in West Timor, Bali 
and Zimbabwe. The donation 
attracts a Commonwealth 
Government subsidy of 6times the 
amount donated, viz. $30,000. 
 
Left: Molly attends church. Julie 
Kroehn sent this photograph to 
the newspapers after the ‘Blessing 
of the Animals Service’.  

 
 

Who would have thought when chance came calling that this would be 
my defining story and who would have guessed on my life’s journey I 

could find my way through this extraordinary day? 

Extraordinary Day: Delta Goodrem
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SMILE AND THINK A WHILE 
 

A VICTORIAN PUNSTER AT PLAY 
 

What better way to start the ‘new year’ than some witty verse, though 
some of it may be regarded today as Victorian corn. These are by Hugh 
Rowley and come from his book Puniana: or thoughts wise and 
otherwise (1860). 

 
Why is a chrysalis like a hot roll? 
 

Answer: Because it’s the grub that makes the butterfly. 
 
What is the difference between a beehive and a diseased potato? 
 

Answer: None at all: as one is a beholder and the other a speck’d tater. 
 
What would a pig do if it wished to build itself an habitation? 
 

Answer: Tie a knot in its tail and call it a pig’s tie. 
 
What were the last words of the poor bugler who was gored by a bull? 
 

Answer: Blow the horns. 
 
A schoolmaster asks his students: What word of only three syllables 
contains 26 letters. 
 

Answer: The Alphabet. 

 
Hugh Rowley is best known for his famous quip when asked, ‘What 
advice would you give a young man about to be marry?’ – ‘Don’t.’ 
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Hope’s Café – Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 3 pm in Hope Hall, 
offering light lunches, coffee, tea and hospitality on a pay-what-you-
can-afford basis. We also offer free English language classes from 11 
am. 
 
 

Thoughts from Robert Browning 

Ay, note that Potter’s wheel, 
That metaphor! and feel 
Why time spins fast, why passive lies our clay, - 
Thou, to whom fools propound, 
When the wine makes its round, 
‘Since life fleets, all is change; the Past gone, seize today!’ 
 
From Rabbi Ben Ezra; XXVI by Robert Browning 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to all who contributed to this edition of The Spire – 

Paul Turley, Julie Kroehn, Ian Kroehn, Hilda Kirk, Ruth Sinclair,  
Rob Pierce, Marie Smith. 

 
Geoffrey Bishop 

Coordinator 
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 

Prayer Group – Friday 10.30 am in 
the Choir Vestry. All welcome, 
come and join the group. 
 

Fellowship – First Thursday of each 
month at 1.30 pm in Hope Hall.  
All welcome. 
 

Congregation Luncheons – We 
hold shared luncheons bimonthly 
mostly on the second Sunday in 
Clayton Chapel or Hope Hall. 
 

 
Wednesday Fellowship – monthly 
on the second Wednesday at 5.30 
pm in Hope Hall.  
An opportunity to share a meal 
together, study and worship in a 
low key way. All welcome. 
 
 
Chatty Crafters Coffee Club – if 
you are working on a craft project 
why not bring it along to Hope’s 
Café and share your craftiness with 
like-minded people?  
Wednesdays in Hope Hall  
from 1 to 3 pm. 
 

Tuesday Gang – property 
maintenance, each Tuesday from 

9.00 am. We offer people the 
opportunity to meet while taking 
part in looking after the 
maintenance of our beautiful 
church grounds. 
 

 
Goodies Op Shop  
Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am to  
4 pm; Saturday 10 am to 1 pm;  
ph 8332 8631 
Goodies is always full of good 
quality used clothing and other 
goods donated by the wider 
community and staffed by friendly 
volunteers. If you are interested in 
helping in the shop, contact Audrey 
Swanbury) ph. 8331 9589. 
 
 

Uniting Communities Eastern 
Services  
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10 am to 3 pm 
 Telephone 8331 3529 
 

Offering assistance to those in 
need, UC is a service where people 
can obtain emergency food parcels 
and vouchers, counselling and 
financial advice.
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THE SPIRE 
A publication of  
Clayton-Wesley Uniting Church 
and The Clayton-Wesley Spire Community 
Beulah Park, SA 5067 
www.claytonwesley.com.au 
 
Please send/give contributions for The Spire to  
Geoffrey Bishop telephone (08) 8390 3138  
email – gcbishop@westnet.com.au 
 

Next edition September 2017; contributions due  
by Sunday 20th August 2017 
 

 
 

 


