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A Year of Changes and Growth

When I took on a role here at 
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church 
in November 2013, I saw it as 
an opportunity to help make a 
difference. With such beautiful 
spaces and passionate people, this 
site has incredible potential. From 
what I have seen in the last twelve 
months, I believe the community 
here is going above and beyond 
what I first expected.

It has been a huge year for The 
Spire Community. The church 
congregation has seen some big 
changes, including alterations 
to the functioning of the Church 
Council and the departure of 
some long-standing members. 

While it has been a hard struggle 
for many, the church community 
has come through it stronger and 
with more direction. 

And with endings come new 
beginnings. Sadly, we saw the 
Clayton Wesley Church Choir 
disband after many years of 
singing together in song. However, 
a chorus of new voices joined us 
with ‘We Women Sing’, a choir that 
grace our chapel each Friday and 
share their beautiful voices with 
us. The Church also appointed a 
Director of Music, Richard Chew, 
who’s bringing more quality 
music, performers and expertise 
to the fold, encouraging the 
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A Year of Changes and Growth

development of The Spire as a 
hub for quality performance and a 
Fringe venue. 

Goodies Op Shop has done 
a roaring trade and Uniting 
Communities have welcomed 
many people through their doors, 
offering support and advocacy 
– not possible without the 
dedication and hard work of many 
volunteers. 

Incredible support from 
the congregation, Uniting 
Communities staff, volunteers 
and other site users has seen 
life and vibrancy come to these 
beautiful heritage buildings. 
Not only have we managed to 
achieve a wonderful meeting 
place and hub in Hope’s Café – 
a place of welcome - but also a 
team of passionate teachers have 
provided significant language 
support and lessons to many non-
English speakers. Each of us has 
learnt from the new people who 
have joined our community in 
the last twelve months. A Persian 
dinner and cooking classes have 
meant sharing of knowledge, 
stories, food and laughter. 

The hall got a new lick of paint and 
the joy and vibrancy has extended 
out into the old car park where 
the Spire Community Garden 
is bearing fruit and providing 
people with food and a place for 
friendship. 

I think back to November 2013 
when I first started. The first 
glimmers of big things were 
happening when the ‘Jesus Was 
a Refugee’ sign first graced the 
church fence on Portrush Road. 
Today, that is just a very small part 
of what The Spire Community is 
and stands for. 

It’s almost impossible to include 
all the wonderful things that 
have happened here. What I can 
say though, is everyone should 
be so proud of everything that’s 
been achieved. Community is an 
incredible thing, made up of many 
little cogs in a big machine. Know 
that you are valued and that none 
of what you see here would have 
happened without you. Merry 
Christmas everyone!

Natalie Oliveri
Communications Officer

The Spire Community
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and healthy greens to enjoy.
Since we’ve begun we’ve met lots 
of our neighbours and on Saturday 
the 13th of December we had a 
great little Christmas get together 
under our beautiful shady tree 
where we dreamed about how 
our garden will develop.

We have some planning to do for 
our winter garden, we’ve still got 
a chook and tool shed to build. 
We’ve got to get serious about 
composting, we’ve got some 
raised beds planned, and we’ve 
got plenty of room for art to make 
our garden even more of a delight 
than it already is.

And there is always room for more 
gardeners!

Paul Turley

If you haven’t crossed the old 
dirt car park to see The Spire 
Community Garden in the last 
two months, you are truly missing 
out! What was once weeds, a 
few scraggly melaleucas and 
some wonderful trees is now a 
productive food garden.

We have corn, tomatoes, 
pumpkins, melons, peppers 
carrots and lots of herbs and 
it’s all growing beautifully. So at 
the moment, it’s all watering, 
mulching, weeding and watching 
the miracle of growth. 

A week or so ago we picked our 
first crop; a few cucumbers, a 
zucchini or two, lots of silver beet 
and some herbs. It was wonderful 
to see people taking home good 

Growing a Garden: a year of 
green thumb and brown knee
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Christmas Services                            
Celebrate the spirit of Christmas at Clayton Wesley 

Uniting Church

A Sense of Wonder – a quiet space in Advent 
A 30 minute, music-based mediation service for Advent.

Tuesday December 23, 6:00 PM

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 
A tradition on Christmas Eve that invites us to reflect on the Christmas 

story in word and song.
Wednesday December 24, 7:00PM

Christmas Eve – Songs among the Stones 
An alternative, gentle, song-filled way to welcome in Christmas Day, in 

the quiet of the Clayton Wesley garden. 
Wednesday December 24, 11:00PM 

Christmas Day Worship
A traditional service of music and joy.

Thursday December 25, 9:30AM
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About Our People 
The days and lives of Clayton Wesley Uniting Church’s 

busy congregation

Festive Fellowship Fun
The last Clayton Wesley Adult 
Fellowship meeting for 2014 
soared. We sang carols together, 
we ate, drank, talked and laughed 
together. We even wore funny 
hats together and told each 
other those terrible jokes from 
Christmas crackers. Where we 
truly soared is in listening to 
soprano Sharon Turley share some 
music with us. Her final song was 
the beautiful folk ballad, “Jesus, 
lover of wanderers, daily we seek 
your voice.” A wonderful end to a 
good year. 

A Goodies Christmas
On Friday 28 November, Goodies 
volunteers, their spouses (and 
friends) enjoyed an annual 
Christmas dinner. Goodies has a 
dinner each year that’s free for 
volunteers to say thank you for all 
of their hard work and dedication. 
This year’s dinner was held at the 
Robin Hood Hotel, Norwood. The 
volunteers thoroughly enjoyed 
each other’s company outside of 
the ‘workplace’. Merry Christmas 
Goodies volunteers and thanks 
for making Goodies a great place 
to shop!

Adult Fellowship meeting, Christmas 2014
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Saying farewell
Sadly we have lost two more 
of our long serving members 
through death.  Margaret Johnson 
died on 3 October.  Her funeral 
service was held in Berry’s Funeral 
Home.  Sharon Turley and Yvonne 
Sinclair sang solos and a duet 
during the service with Richard 
Chew as the organist.  Gwen Brice 
passed away peacefully in Ashford 
Hospital on 4 November.  Her 
funeral service was also held at 
Berry’s Funeral Home on Tuesday 
18 November.  Yvonne sang one 
of Gwen’s favourite hymns, the 
beautiful Twenty-Third Psalm set 
to Crimond.  Paul Turley officiated 
at both services.  We offer our 
loving sympathy and support to 
Margaret’s husband Gil and his 
family and to Gwen’s daughter 
Aileen and the Brice family.  We 
will miss them both.

Members’ update in brief
Bob Rodda is still not in good 
health and is no longer able to 
sing.  He is recuperating at home 
ably assisted by his wife Helen.  
We wish them all the best for the 
future.  Christine Staker and Bev 
Gowlett attend Gartrell Uniting 
Church, Jenny and Doug Stewart 

and Deborah White are singing 
in the choir at Kent Town Uniting 
Church, and Elaine and David 
Annear have decided to attend 
worship at Payneham Uniting 
Church. Robyn and John Douglass 
have also decided to leave our 
congregation.  All their smiling 
faces have been and will be 
missed by us each Sunday.

An apology to Suzanne Pfitzner; it 
was reported in the last issue of 
The Spire that Suzanne had left us 
to live in Byron Bay.  Fortunately 
for us, this was not correct.  
Suzanne went there for a holiday 
but decided not to remain there 
and we are pleased to say she is 
now back with us. It is good to 
have Anthea Torr back with us and 
looking very well once again.

Myra Lillywhite is recuperating 
at home following her stay in the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital and at 
College Grove having broken a 
femur. She attended Gwen Brice’s 
funeral service and was back at 
worship in late November. She is 
looking extremely well.  

About our people
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Peg Huxtable has been in 
Wakefield Street Hospital having 
many tests done but is now 
back home.  Marie Smith had an 
altercation with an insect (at least, 
she thinks this was the cause) 
which put her on antibiotics 
and made her feel most unwell.  
Jana Norman, minister at Pilgrim 
Uniting Church and partner of our 
minister Paul, has been laid low 
with shingles.  We wish you all a 
speedy recovery.

Kath Hooper was pleased to receive 
the greeting card sent to her from 
the congregation.  Kath, who now 
lives in Resthaven Leabrook, is the 
mother of Pam Gehan and a long 
standing member of our church.  
Unfortunately, Kath is no longer 
able to attend worship.  Please 
keep her in your prayers.

Rev. Geoff Hurst and wife Jenny 
are going to serve in the Murray 
Bridge congregation with an 
interim appointment of six 
months.  We hope all goes well 
for you both and look forward 
to seeing you with us when your 
commitments allow. 

Off travelling
David Greig flew to Western 
Australia and spent three 
wonderful weeks with his 
younger sister. He visited Perth, 
Exmouth and Margaret River, 
and places in-between.  Pam and 
Ron Gehan also enjoyed their 
(working) holiday near Perth. 
They travelled there and back by 
train which they greatly enjoyed.  
Fay and David Spurling flew to 
Tasmania for a wonderful coach 
trip around this beautiful state in 
November with other folk from 
their retirement village. Prior to 
the trip, they celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on 26 
October. Congratulations!

Richard Willing travelled 
overseas in November with two 
grandsons. They visited Vietnam 
and Cambodia. It was a great 
experience with lots to see and 
absorb. Among the highlights 
were the amazing temples of 
Angor Wat and experiencing 
the French legacy in southern 
Vietnam, including the breads.
Elizabeth Finnegan was ‘visiting at 
home’ when she spent time with 
her family who were here from 
Sydney and Bega.

About our people
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Advent is now upon us and to 
celebrate this season and on into 
Christmas, Wendy Mason and 
her family (son Peter, daughter 
Rebecca and sister Ruth) spent 
Friday evening 28 November 
decorating the nine small side 
church windows. 

This year the theme was ‘angels’.  
As usual, the decorations looked 
magnificent.  

Please take the time to go around 
and look at the windows. Which 
one is your favourite?

About our people

Getting in the Spirit
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Congratulations to Fiona, 
Trevor and Janet
Fiona McArdle (soprano) one 
of the artists singing for our 
services on Sundays has won the 
biennial Beta Sigma Phi Classical 
Music award which is the Elder 
Conservatorium’s highest award. 
Fiona also performs in the State 
Opera Chorus and was the wicked 
witch in the Elder Conservatorium’s 
production of “Hansel and Gretel” 
by Engelbert Humperdinck (1854-
1921). With a Helpmann Academy 
grant Fiona took singing lessons in 
Europe last year and performed 
with the Adelaide Chamber 
Singers when they won the 2013 
Llangollen Eisteddfod Choir of 
the World. What a wonderful 
accomplishment. Well done Fiona 
and our hearty congratulations.

It’s not a musical achievement 
this time, but just as good - our 
congratulations to Janet Anderson 
and David Khafagi who will 
become parents in May next year.

On Wednesday 26 November 
Trevor Lapham and Yvonne 
Sinclair attended a special cocktail 
party on the roof of The Advertiser 
Building when Trevor and 17 

others joined the “30-year Club”.  
All have been working for News 
Corp. for 30 years.  They received 
a “gold watch” in recognition of 
their years of faithful service.  Well 
done, Trevor.  

Recent Events
A ‘Tooth Party’ was held on Friday 
21 November at our church to 
raise funds for dental treatment 
for refugees and asylum seekers – 
it was a great night with over 150 
people present.  Dentists have 
been found who are willing to give 
their services for a much lower 
price than usual as many people 
who seek asylum are not able to 
afford to have their teeth properly 
looked after.

The members of The Spire 
Committee would like to wish 
all our members a very happy 
Christmas and a bright, cheerful 
and healthy 2015.  God bless you 
all.

Yvonne Sinclair and 
Geoffrey Bishop

About our people
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Church Council News 
                                                                        Geoffrey Bishop - Secretary

The new Parish Mission Council 
(aka Church Council) met for the 
first time on Wednesday 19th 
November 2014. The membership 
comprises Sharonne Price 
(Interim Chairperson); CWUC 
members Marie Smith, Geoffrey 
Bishop, Stephen Thornton, David 
Grieg, Richard Miller, Paul Turley, 
Ruth Sinclair (co-opted member); 
Urban Network and Synod 
members Lee Sauerwald, Keith 
Maynard Kathy Binks, Ken Burt. 

Geoffrey Bishop was appointed 
Secretary and Ruth Sinclair was 
appointed Treasurer. Sharonne 
Price will remain as Chairperson 
for the next few months when a 
permanent Chairperson will be 
appointed, either by the Parish 
Mission Council or Synod.

The meeting considered the draft 
responsibilities of the Church’s 
Sub-committees (variously known 
as Focus Groups or Teams). Six 
sub-committees are envisaged, 
namely Spire Community, Worship 
& Music Ministry, Pastoral Care 
& Congregational Life, Property, 
Finance, and Mission Support. 

Each will have its own rules of 
operation and responsibilities. It is 
intended that the groups will have 
the authority to approve some 
defined matters without needing 
to refer them to Church Council. 

As indicated in the last edition of 
The Spire, once the briefs for the 
groups are complete, these will 
be circulated to the congregation 
with an invitation for people 
to become a member of any 
committee that is of interest to 
them.

The outcomes of the seminar run 
for us by Peter Kenyon in October 
will assist in determining the future 
roles of the sub-committees. Paul 
Turley is compiling a report on the 
seminar.

A review of the Music Ministry will 
occur during January. A review at 
this time was identified at the time 
the role was created. Members 
will be asked to contribute to the 
review, if they would like to do 
so. Details of the review will be 
announced soon. 
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Food and Friendship: 
Persian Cooking Classes a Hit

Persian cooking classes were offered over four sessions to budding chefs 
and the culturally curious. The classes were oganized by Yolanda Ni, an 
active volunteer at the Uniting Communities Eastern Services office. 
She has run a number of wonderful community projects that have got 
people together, including the Chatty Crafters Coffee Club. The cooking 
classes have been a wonderful way for people to enjoy tasty food and 
learn more about asylum seekers, through sharing stories and building 
up rapport. Sima was our wonderful Masterchef, sharing her skills and 
knowledge with the groups. Yolanda says the four sessions were a great 
start and hopefully there will be many more cooking activities in the fu-
ture. Persian sweets classes will be planned in the new year, to be taught 
by a lovely woman called Akhtar. 
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Silent Night (Stille Nacht)
Geoffrey Bishop delves into the history of one of 

Christmas’ best known and loved carols 

Silent Night is one of the best 
known and loved Christmas 
Carols. Something of the story of 
its writing is probably known to 
most people in our congregation. 
If you don’t know the story, chase 
up Paul Gallico’s charming book 
The Story of Silent Night (first 
published in French in 1967). 

In brief, the carol was written in 
1818 in the little Austrian village 
of Oberndorf near Salzburg. 
The organ of the Church of St 
Nikolaus was put out of action 
by the damage resulting from 
the nibbling of mice. The organ’s 
bellows could not be repaired in 
time for the midnight service on 
Christmas Eve so the priest, Fr. 
Josef Mohr, and a musician friend, 
Franz Xaver Grüber, composed 
a song that could be sung at the 
service without needing the 
accompanying of the organ. Mohr 
had written the words to a song, 
Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! In 
1816 and now, Grüber composed 
the music to be played on guitar. 
There is much more to the story 
as told by Paul Gallico, including 

the background to the two men 
who were life-long friends.

The words to the carol have 
changed with time and what 
we generally sing today are not 
Mohr’s original words. Revd Mark 
Lawson-Jones in his book ‘The 
History of Christmas Carols’ (2011) 
says he has identified some 200 
different versions of the wording. 
Mohr’s version had six verses 
whereas most versions now have 
three, perhaps four, verses. This is 
the first verse of Mohr’s work:

Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!  
Silent night! Holy night!  
Alles schläft; einsam wacht.  
All’s asleep, one sole light,
Nur traute heilige Paar.  
Just the faithful and holy pair,
Holder Knabe im lockigten Haar, 
Lovely boy-child with curly hair,
Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh.  
Sleep in heavenly peace!  
Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh.  
Sleep in heavenly peace! 
  
The change in the wording was 
brought to my attention by Marie 
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Silent Night (Stille Nacht)

Smith who attended a Christmas 
Eve dinner at Neustift in the 
Austrian Tyrol a couple of years 
ago. The version she was given 
had three verses:

1. Silent night! Holy night!  
All’s asleep, one sole light,
Just the faithful and holy pair,
Lovely boy-child with curly hair,
Sleep in heavenly peace! 
Sleep in heavenly peace! 

2. Silent night! Holy night!  
God’s Son laughs, o how bright.
Love from your Holy lips shines 
clear,
As the dawn of salvation draws 
near,
Jesus, Lord, with your birth!
Jesus, Lord, with your birth! 

3. Silent night! Holy night!  
Brought the world peace tonight,
From the heaven’s golden height,
Shows the grace of His holy 
might,
Jesus, as man on this earth!
Jesus, as man on this earth!

And, yes, these are the first 
three verses of the original Mohr 
version and, as you can see, 
the sentiments expressed are 
rather different from those in the 
version(s) we use today.

The first English translation of the 
work was by Rev. John Freeman 
Young, a Methodist minister in 
New York, in 1859 and it was 
published in a 16-page pamphlet 
entitled ‘Carols for Christmastide’.  
Young later became the Anglican 
Bishop of Florida. Young used 
the first three verses of Mohr’s 
version and later, apparently not 
attributed to Young, a fourth verse 
was added:

Silent night! Holy night!  
Wondrous star, lend thy light
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King
Christ the Saviour is here,
Jesus the saviour is here!



16 The Spire   •   The Festive Edition

Have you checked out 
our online communities?
We have a facebook page that keeps the conversation 
going and provides you with regular updates about all 
of our onsite and associated activities.

Our website has information about Hope’s Café, Goodies Op Shop, the 
community garden, congregational activities including weddings and 
baptisms, hall hire and The Spire Community’s latest endeavours.

Find on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SpireCommunity
or online: http://claytonwesley.unitingchurch.org.au

Our Fringe Debut!
For the Fringe Festival season 
2015, The Spire will make its debut 
as a registered venue. We will host 
a show called ‘Sax to the Max’. The 
Saxism Saxophone Quartet will be 
joined by a rhythm section and will 
present a program encompassing 
classical works and jazz standards. 
The group received 5 stars at the 
event they presented last year. 

In 2015, they will perform each 
Sunday of Fringe in the Church: 
February 22 and March 1 & 8. 
Come along and support some 
great local, live music and help us 
grow as a recognised supporter of 
the arts.

Look Out For...
New Little Friends...
The Spire Community Garden is 
blooming, which has made it all 
the more attractive to our locals. 
This Blue Tongue Lizard was 
snapped perusing the garden. 
Look out for these new little 
friends and be wary when driving 
in our car parks, that you may be 
sharing the road with the local 
wildlife.
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Look out for...

Stay and Playgroup

Where: Clayton Chapel
Cnr. of Portrush Rd and the 
Parade, Beulah Pk. 
Cost: Free
When: Monday 5th, 12th & 19th 
January 2015.
Time: 10.30am-11.30am.
Ages: 0-12 years old.
Please bring yourself and your 
children along to enjoy a range of 
activities.
Tea and coffee will be available. 
Gold coin donations welcomed.
Please Note: Parents must remain 
in attendance during sessions. 
Contact: Helen on 8331 3529.

Back to School!
Fida has commenced at St. Paul’s 
College. The school is providing 
his tuition, and thanks to the kind 
donations of many, he now has 
his uniform, bag, shoes and other 
things needed to attend, like a 
lunch box and bus tickets. Thanks 
to everyone who has made this 
possible!

Jesus was a Refugee Christmas cards 
Two designs are available for sale, both 
blank inside and both by the brilliant 
Simon Kneebone. They are $2:00 each, 
or you can get eight of your choice for 
$12.00. Also available: 900mm X 600mm 
“Christmas Island” signs on composite 
panels $150. Brought to you by The Spire 
Community – Clayton Wesley Uniting 
Church and Uniting Communities working 
together.

Get ‘em while they’re hot! – 
paul.turley@claytonwesley.org.au
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There are some coins in my soup!
Well, you said you wanted some change in 

your meals.

I’ve only got one piece of meat!
All right, I’ll cut it in two for you.

What about meat balls?
I’ve never been to any.

This egg’s bad!
Don’t blame me, I only lay the table.

How long will my pizza be?
We don’t do long ones, sir, only round.

You’ve brought me the wrong order!
You did say you wanted something different.

What do you call this?
That’s bean soup, sir.

I don’t care what it’s been – what is it now?

I’ll have the pie, please.
Anything with it, sir?

If it’s anything like last time, I’d better have a 
hammer and chisel.

What do you call this?
Cottage pie, sir.

I say, 
waiter!

Smile a 
        While
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Church & Community Activities 

Friday Prayer Group
Fridays 10.30AM in the Choir 
Vestry. All welcome to join us.

Fellowship
Adult fellowhip is held on the 
first Thursday of each month at 
1.30PM in Hope Hall. 
All welcome.

Meet Our Congregation
We hold shared luncheons 
bimonthly on the second Sunday 
in Clayton Chapel.

Hope’s Café
Friday and Wednesday from 
10AM to 3PM in Hope Hall. 
Offering a light lunch, coffee and 
hospitality on a pay-what-you-
can-afford basis. We also offer 
free English classes from 11AM.

Chatty Crafters Coffee Club
If you’re working on a craft 
project, why not bring it along 
to Hope’s Café and share your 
craftiness with like-minded 
people? Wednesdays in Hope 
Hall from 1 to 3PM.

Tuesday Gang 
Tuesdays from 9AM. Our version 
of a ‘Men’s Shed’, we offer people 
the opportunity to meet while 
taking part in looking after the 
maintenance of our beautiful 
heritage-listed buildings.

Goodies Op Shop 
Hours: Mon-Fri 10AM to 4PM & 
Saturday 10AM to 1PM
PH: 8332 8631
Goodies Op Shop is always full of 
good, used gear donated by the 
wider community and staffed by 
friendly volunteers.

If you’re interested in 
volunteering, please contact Bev 
Watson on 8361 3320.

Uniting Communities Eastern 
Adelaide
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday 10AM-4PM
PH: 8331 3529 
Offering assistance to those 
in need, UC is a service where 
people can acquire emergency 
food parcels and vouchers, 
counseling and financial help.

I say, 
waiter!
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The Spire
A publication of the 
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church
www.claytonwesley.org.au

Please send contributions for 
The Spire to Geoffrey Bishop
P: (08) 8390 3138
E: gcbishop@westnet.com.au

Contributions for the February/March 
edition are due by Sunday 25th January 
2015


