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Sharing Faith

Clayton Wesley Uniting Church’s Minister, Paul Turley
talks about spring and new life in the context of the
newly budding spire community garden...

It’s not much is it? This tomato plant I mean.
It’s tiny, fragile and worst of all it has no tomatoes on it!
But we know that we have to wait
and be careful and be hopeful.
We didn’t always know this. Do
you remember as a child planting
a bean in some cottonwool and
watering it after being told that it
would grow into a plant? And do

you remember being disappointed
when you looked at it the next
day to discover that nothing had
happened?
We had to learn that plants
germinate and grow in secret for a
long time before they push up out
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Sharing Faith

of the ground. And then we learnt
that they have to grow a fair bit
more before they will bear the
fruit that is their promise.
If you are a gardener, it’s about
now you’ll be putting in your
tomatoes. The plant in the picture
is in The Spire Community Garden.
It is the very first thing we have
planted. And, at the moment,
pretty much the only thing in
the ground because we are just
getting started.
We’ve got some planning to do,
some rebuilding of the old tennis
shelter shed that we are turning
into a chook and garden shed,
lost of raised beds to make and
plenty of other things to do. But
last week, when Raelene turned
up with a couple of tomato plants
that she couldn’t fit into her
garden, we just had to get them
in the ground. We had to plant
something! And if it turns out
to be in a place where we don’t
want plants in the master plan, it
doesn’t matter for now.

4

In Spring, all around us plants are
budding and showing themselves
to us in new ways. Of course we
know now, as adults, that these
plants have been working in
secret long before we started
seeing the evidence. The work of
God, of faith, of hope in our lives
also starts in secret and it takes
time and careful attention to see
what God is doing.
It is Spring. God is doing new things
in our midst, in our worshiping
community, in the lives of people
who come to Hope’s Café, in those
who work and shop at Goodies, in
the Spire Community Garden, and
in this little tomato plant. Just you
wait and see!

Paul Turley is not only
our church’s minister but
community garden guru,
irregular barista and jack of
all trades at Hope’s Café.
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About Our People
The days and lives of Clayton Wesley Uniting Church’s
busy congregation

Written by Yvonne Sinclair and Geoffrey Bishop

Fida at Hope’s Café, looking forward to finally heading to Australian school at the
beginning of next year

PATIENCE PAYS OFF
In some really exceptional news, Fatima and Sepideh (Sophie) have been
accepted at Mary Mackillop College at Kensington Gardens. They’ve been
attending Adelaide Secondary School of English since the beginning of
the year and have really blossomed since then. Good luck to them both!
Also, Fida (our regular Hope’s Café barista and all-rounder), has been
accepted at St. Paul’s College at Gilles Plains. Fida has been seeking the
opportunity to attend achool all year and it’s been a battle hard-fought.
Thanks to the consistent work and advocacy of people at Uniting
Communities, Hope’s Café and The Spire Community on the whole, he
will have a scholarship enabling him to commence next year. Mansooreh
has also completed her studies in aged care and has begun practical
training. She is loving the experience and looks forward to putting it into
practice.
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About Our People
ON THE SICK LIST AND IN OUR
PRAYERS

Some of our members are or have
been battling health problems –
Shirley May (pneumonia) and Jim
May (shingles); Frank Holbrook
had a fall and broke his hip which
has required surgery;
Doris
Leary-Smith broke a bone in her
ankle. Bob Rodda has improved
following his gall bladder
operation but now has no singing
voice which is very frustrating
for him. Bob has recently had a
fall and spent some time back in
hospital. Myra Lillywhite fell at
home and broke the top of her
femur which had to be pinned
which was accomplished in the
Royal Adelaide Hospital.
Val
Lewig has had shingles and Robin
Douglass is not very well either.
Marie Smith was also missed for
a week or two but is now back on
deck. Some of these people have
been missing from our Sunday
services for a number of weeks
and others only for a short time.
Please remember them all in your
prayers.
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MEMBERS MOVING ON
We say a sad but fond farewell to
Bev Gowlett, Christine Staker, and
Jenny and Doug Stewart who have
left our church and now attend
other congregations. David and
Elaine Annear have also decided
to leave our congregation. Rest
assured, many in our congregation
will miss you all very much
especially as the choir has lost
four of its members. Susanne
Pfitzner has also departed from
our worship; she is going to live
in Byron Bay for about two years
before travelling on. We wish
them all a happy and safe future.
FAREWELL
On Saturday 13th September the
ashes of Eddie Harrison were
interred in the cemetery next
to his beloved Audrey. Those
family members and friends who
attended said it was a lovely
service led by Paul Turley.
REUNION
A reunion of members of the
Congregational Youth Fellowship
was held at Clayton-Wesley
in the afternoon of Sunday 21
September. The event was well
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About Our People
attended and enabled old friends
to catch up with each other.
VISITORS
Visitors
during
September
included John and Diana Buttery
and their young daughter, Lily,
from Melbourne. John’s family
were
well-known
furniture
manufacturers located in Coke
Street, Norwood. The family had
a long association with our church
with Mr and Mrs R. W. Buttery
joining in 1889.
In relation to the Buttery business,
Peg Huxtable made mention that
Reg Williams who made quite a
bit of the timber furniture in the
church worked for Butterys.
Other visitors with an early
family connection with Clayton
Congregational Church were
Bob and Margaret Piper of
Millswood. Bob is a descendant
of Joseph Gillard, vinegrower and
winemaker of Norwood. Joseph
and his wife Sarah are buried in
the cemetery. Bob is a former
Director of the National Trust of
South Australia.

THANK GOODNESS
FOR AUDREY
SWANBURY!

At the most recent church council
meeting, it was agreed that Audrey
Swanbury would continue in the
role of Community Administrator
on a casual basis until the end of
the year. It is planned to split the
current role into two, namely,
Community Administrator and
Community Coordinator (both
will be part-time positions); the
positions will be advertised later
in the year. In the meantime,
Audrey is with us to stay and we
are very thankful! See her if you
have any hiring or other general
enquiries about the church. She
is available on the church office
number (08) 8331 9589.
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Church Council News

Geoffrey Bishop - Secretary

At the meeting of Church
Council on 17th September
2014, Sharonne Price (Interim
Chairperson) reported that CWUC
has been appointed as a Parish
Mission Council and three persons
have been appointed – Keith
Maynard, Ken Burt, Sharonne
Price (as Interim Chairperson).
The Standing Committee can
appoint a Chair if one is not able
to be selected from among the
elected members.
Uniting Communities have been
invited to appoint two members.
Christine Secombe has offered
to act as Minutes Secretary, if
needed. Five (5) members from
the CWUC Congregation will be
members of the Council.
The following timelines were
established:
Sunday 21st September
Announcement of the formation
of the Parish Mission Council,
forthcoming election (requires at
least 2 weeks’ notice) and call for
nominations.
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Sunday 5th October
close of nominations. Announce
names of candidates the
following week.
Sunday 19th October
Meeting of the Congregation and
election.
First meeting of the new
Council could be held as soon as
Wednesday 22nd October but
this will be determined after the
election.
Also at the September meeting,
a review of the Church’s Subcommittees (variously known
as Focus Groups or Teams) was
initiated. Five groups are planned
and each will have its own rules
of operation and responsibilities.
It is intended that the groups will
have the authority to approve
some defined matters without
needing to refer them to Church
Council. Once the briefs for the
groups are complete, these will
be circulated to the congregation
with an invitation for people to
become a member of a group that
is of interest.
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Music News
UPCOMING PERFORMANCE
Did you see the photograph of
Janet Anderson with her violin in
The Advertiser on 13th August?
She is a member of the Adelaide
Symphony Orchestra and we’re
luck enough to have her play
regularly at our services.
The ASO were in the Advertiser
because they were advertising
their upcoming performance
on 15th August in the Adelaide
Railway Station where 50 of the
ASO members filled the building
with music. Anyone from the
general public was invited to step
up and conduct them – what fun!
CLAYTON WESLEY CHORUS
The choir decided to have a winter
break over July and August but
because of lack of fit members
will probably disband which is
very sad as the choir has been
an integral part of our worship
service since the church began. Dr
Richard Chew began his duties as
the Director of Music on Sunday
3rd August. We wish him well in
this new venture with us.

THE SPIRE QUARTET
The Spire Quartet took part in
our worship for the first time
on Sunday 21st September. The
quartet of accomplished singers
consisted of Sharon Turley
(soprano), Fiona McArdle (alto)
Branko Lovrinov (tenor) and
Richard Chew (bass). They led our
hymn singing and performed solo
items during the service.
The anthem they sang was
beautiful How Lovely are Thy
Dwellings by Brahms. The vocal
group’s contribution to worship
was most welcome. One initiative
new music director Richard Chew
has taken is to perform a setting
of a Psalm as the introit; this
formed part of worship until the
late 1990s.

The Spire • October/November 2014

9

Events coming up
NOVEMBER
QUIZ NIGHT
My Sister’s Scarf, a new start up not-for-profit organisation will hold a
fundraising quiz night to support girls and women affected by human
trafficking. Tickets are $10 per person (table groups of 10).
The event is hosted by Adelaide West Uniting Church and will be held on
Saturday 8 November. 7pm for a 7.30pm start.
Need more info or want to book a table?
Email bookings@mysistersscarf.org.au
PRIDE MARCH
Church members who would like to join Unity and Friends in supporting
our GLBTIQ (Gay and Lesbian) friends are advised that the Pride March
through the streets of Adelaide will be held Saturday 15 November.
Supporters are advised to gather in Victoria Square for the March to
leave at 6.30pm for Light Square. Gather with Unity & Friends members
identifiable by their banner.
ON PARADE
The Spire Community will have two floats in the Norwood Christmas
Pageant on the Saturday 22 November. One will be a teapot for Hope’s
Café and the other will be a boat for our Asylum Seeker friends. Uniting
Communities’ David Winderlich is facilitating it and says it will be a great
way to draw attention to the great work we’re doing here at Hope’s
Café and at The Spire Community as a whole. Contact him at Uniting
Communities if you would like to be involved: 8331 3529.
FEAST SERVICE
The Service of Worship associated with the GLBTIQ Feast Celebrations
will be held at Church of the Trinity on Goodwood Road on Sunday 23
November at 7.00pm. All friends of GLBTIQ people are welcome.
10
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A Goodies Volunteer in Action

You’ve probably
seen John Atherton
around the place. He
makes a wonderful
contribution to The
Spire Community.
Here’s more about
him...
by Geoffrey Bishop

John Atherton (pictured) is a long-standing Goodies Op-shop volunteer
but not in the traditional volunteer mode. John comes each afternoon at
closing time and brings in the shop sign and helps to close up for the day.
John who is in his 80s has lived most of his life in sight of Clayton-Wesley.
His father worked in the railways and the family lived at various localities
in the Mid North and Murray Mallee. The family returned to Adelaide
when John was aged 12 and lived on Beulah Road, Beulah Park. John
attended Clayton Congregational Church as a young man and sang in the
church choir. When he started working he moved to Kensington to live
and has remained there ever since.
As well as acting as sign-man, John is a collector of all things made of
copper and brass. He is a familiar sight at Norwood on his very flash
motorised bicycle. Thanks, John, for your friendly smile and dedication!
The Spire • October/November 2014
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PERSIAN DINNER HELD IN HOPE

A dinner held by The Spire Community and facilitated by many
members of the Persian community, was a night of thoughtprovoking discussion, delicious food, friendship and fun.
Written by Shirley Wheeler

Persian carpets festooned the
walls and intricate brassware
and Persian artifacts enriched
the exotic atmosphere.

and refugee volunteers and other
guests.

Attendees were treated to an
authentic Persian feast of dishes
Long tables and seating were rare and delicious, served on
set up in the two church spaces. two large heavily laden tables.
Our Chapel and the adjacent There were koresh dishes which
Hope’s Café were transformed combined meat and fruit, kebabs
into a lively Persian restaurant cooked on an outdoor open
for our fundraiser on the night charcoal grill by Iranian (modern
of Saturday the 23rd of August. Persian) asylum seekers. The
The grand evening was booked rice dishes were flavoured with
to capacity with paying diners pomegranates, saffron and other
amazing ingredients.
12
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Persian Dinner held in Hope

Vegetarians were not forgotten,
with a succulent eggplant dish,
salads, pickles, and this is just a
small sample of the sumptuous
buffet. Fesenjoon, a Persian
special-occasion dish, included
meat marinades with walnuts in
pomegranate juice. Some of the
food was decorated with brightly
coloured vegetables, such as
carrots and corn kernels, such
that it resembled a beautiful work
of art.
A wide range of drinks was served
in the Hope’s Café area, including

a full barista service. Desserts
included
some
Australian
favourites, such as cream puffs,
cream sponge roll, waffles with
ice cream and coconut cookies.
However, the mounds of different
varieties of halva made with
sesame seed paste and the
delicate nutty Turkish delight
Images: left - The Chapel on the
night brightly decorated and full
of revellers. Below - Sepideh (right)
hosting a table of delicious Persian
food.

The Spire • October/November 2014

13

Persian Dinner Held in Hope

were Persian treats worth getting
your elbows out for.
Everyone had the chance to eat
their fill and enjoy the company
and entertainment. The ‘We
Women Sing’ choir and the JACI
acoustic duo provided music and
singing, which were uplifting and
joyous. A Persian song enhanced
the atmosphere of the cultural
ambience.
The refugees mingled freely and
provided some attendees with
their first chance to engage in
conversation with someone who
had survived a perilous journey
to be in a free country. Some
refugees had escaped extreme
danger and death in their home
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country as they had converted to
Christianity, which was viewed as
a crime that attracted torture and
the death sentence. The stories
of injustice and hardship endured
by the asylum seekers were eye
opening for many.

Images: Above - JACI acoustic duo.
Below - We Women Sing give an
uplifting performance
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Persian Dinner Held in Hope

Community detention has a
prohibition against doing any
paid work whatsoever and the
provision of much less support
than any other Australian resident.
Despite all their deprivations, the
refugees demonstrated resilience
and cheerfully served as volunteer
helpers on this special occasion to
raise much needed funds for their
English classes and the Hope’s
Café program.
At the end of the night, there
was still some food left over
for takeaways. It was a lovely
experience, exemplary of strong
community spirit and empathy for
the plight of refugees.
Shirley Wheeler is one of
our dedicated ESL teachers
at Hope’s Café, offering help
and kindness to the people she
teaches each Friday.

‘We Women Sing’
bringing musical joy
wherever they go
We Women Sing have been
hiring the space in our Chapel for
rehearsals for a few months now.
But they’re more than just hirers;
they’ve become a part of The
Spire Community’s social fabric.
Regularly performing at Hope’s
Café, and even recently at a
service, their voices add a feeling
of joy and happiness wherever
they decide to land.
On Friday the 26th of September,
they sang a lovely acoustic number
from the rafters to a packed café.
We’re very lucky they are so willing
to be a part of our community.
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Planning for the Future
Doing the best with what you’ve got
Peter Kenyon, is a self-confessed
community
enthusiast
and
has worked with over 1000
communities across Australia
and overseas to facilitate
the renewal of churches and
other organisations. The Spire
Community was lucky enough to
have him over a few days to look
at strategies for stimulating our
community activities and using
our assets to the greatest of our
ability.
Peter has a background as a youth
worker, teacher, youth education
officer and tertiary lecturer. His

vibrant workshop held on the
11th of October in the Clayton
Chapel sought to work with
representatives from The Spire
Community to help us reach our
full potential.
The attendees ranged from
people who have been a part of
our community for a few months
to people who are the third
generation of their family to be
a part of the church. There were
people born in Australia, Iran,
England and elsewhere. There
were people who are a part
of Hope’s Cafe and have never

Peter Kenyon, holding the workshop in Clayton Chapel
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Planning for the future

worshiped with us on a Sunday
morning and there were people
who worship on Sundays and
have never even seen the inside
of Goodies, our op shop! This
selected group came together
and had some really great
conversations about the future of
the church.
Paul Turley, initiator of the
collaboration with Peter Kenyon,
says the future for Clayton Wesley
is full of possibility and hope.
“Peter Kenyon is a genius! In the
short space of four hours he got
nearly 30 people talking together
about the future of Clayton

Wesley and agreeing on so many
things,” Paul said.
Bev Watson was also there and is
optimistic it will make a difference
to our community. “I do hope we
have all learned something and
can put some ideas and thoughts
into practice,” she said.

Have you checked out
our online communities?
We have a facebook page that keeps the conversation
going and provides you with regular updates about all
of our onsite and associated activities.
Our website has information about Hope’s Café, Goodies Op Shop, the
community garden, congregational activities including weddings and
baptisms, hall hire and The Spire Community’s latest endeavours.
Find on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SpireCommunity
or online: http://claytonwesley.unitingchurch.org.au
The Spire • October/November 2014
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Reflections on our past
Geoffrey Bishop is always piecing together the puzzle that is
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church’s beautiful and profound history.
This picture of the Clayton Football Club from 1937 was published in
our last edition. Many people were interested to know the names of
the men in the team, so here they are:
Clayton Football Club, Premiers 1937 (played 14 games, won 12)
Back Row - D. Kemp, R. Sinclair, L. Bucket, W. Arblaster, R. Buttery
Middle Row - K. Waterman, D. Hordacre, J. Oliphant, L. Woodcock, D.
Bailey, R. Paterson, C. Newbury
Front Row - Mr P. Buttery, K. Packham, Mr G.B. Williams (Secretary), W.
Oliphant (Captain), Rev. A.C. Newbury, R. Williams (Vice Captain), Mr K.
Arscott
Seated Front - G. Kemp, B. Jackman, L. Potter, K. Snell
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REMEMBER ME: THE LOST
DIGGERS OF VIGNACOURT
Written by Geoffrey Bishop
I recently viewed the exhibition
Remember Me: The Lost Diggers
of Vignacourt at the State Library
of South Australia. If you have not
seen the exhibition, do so as it is
well worthwhile.
The exhibition has come out
of an amazing find in a French
farmhouse of nearly 4000 glass
plate negatives that include
pictures of hundreds of Australian

World War I servicemen. The
plates also include soldiers from
Britain, India, France, America
and Canada. In 1916, Australian
soldiers were pulled back from
the bloody Somme battlefront for
a rest in the village of Vignacourt,
15 km NW of Amiens. There they
posed for the photographers Louis
and Antionette Thuillier. Many of
the images, taken over the period
November 1916 to December
1918, were destined to be sent
home to their families here in
Australia.
The Thuilliers were enterprising
farmers who thought to earn
some extra income by offering to
take photographs of soldiers who
were on leave in their village. They
were self-taught photographers
and took most of the pictures in
their farm courtyard. Their young
son, Robert, appears in quite a
lot of the photographs standing
next to the soldiers. At the end of
the war, the Thuilliers stored the
glass negatives in the attic of their
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Remember me

barn. They were rediscovered
almost a century later. Australian
journalist Ross Coulthart, winner
of five Walkley journalism awards
including the Gold Walkley, hunted
them down and an outcome was
the acquisition of the collection.
Media magnate and war historian
Kerry Stokes presented 840 of
the plates to the Australian War
Memorial.
The story of their discovery is
actually a bit more complex than
the Seven Network would have
us believe. The wooden boxes
containing the photographic
plates were found back in
1988 by the Thuilliers’ nephew,
Robert Crognier. He recognised
the significance of his find and
informed art photographer and
antiques dealer Laurent Mirouze.
Mirouze tried to interest British
and Australian authorities in the
material but with little result.
He later published some of the
images. It was in 2008 that a film
crew from the Seven Network,
filming other material relating
to WWI, heard of the Thuillier
20

Collection and hunted down the
plates.
The exhibition and Coulthart’s
book, The Lost Diggers, tell the
story of many of the Diggers
depicted in the images. The
chance survival of the images has
resulted in the publication of some
remarkable and moving stories.
The Lost Diggers is published by
HarperCollins (the price varies
but is about $45). The exhibition
is on Level 1 of the State Library
and continues until Sunday 19th
October 2014.

Above: The French also earned
some income from making handmade cards which they sold to
soldiers on leave in their villages.
This one was sent by Oswald
Caldicott to his family back home
at Forest Range.
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Thoughts for the day

Goodness is the only investment that never fails.
Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer and wish
we didn’t.
With God there is always a way forward.
Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy or art. It has no survival
value; rather, it is one of those things that give value to survival.
When you’re a child, your Mother walks before you to set an example
and show you the way. When you’re a teenager she walks behind
you to be there should you need her. When you’re an adult she walks
beside you so that as two friends you can enjoy life together.
Contributed by Hilda Kirk
HOPE
Hope is the thing with feathers, that perches in the soul and sings the
tune without the words and never stops at all.
Emily Dickinson
The Thought of God
Father in Heaven, when the thought of you wakes in our hearts, let
it not wake like a frightened bird that flies about in dismay, but like a
child waking from its sleep with a heavenly smile.
Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)
The Spire • October/November 2014
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Smile a While
‘Imagine you’re on a hike,’ said the Scoutmaster to Eric the Tenderfoot,
‘and you’re facing north. Now, what is on your right?’
‘East, Skip,’ said Eric.
‘Correct. And what is on your left?’
‘West, Skip.’
‘Correct again. And what is at your back?’
‘Er – my rucksack, Skip.’
Sign in a pet shop window:
For Sale
Pedigree Bulldog.
House trained. Eats anything.
Very fond of children.
Top of the pops
1. She left her electric blanket on, and now she’s the Toast of the Town.
2. Meet me under the clothes-line, Darl’, ‘Cos that’s where I hang out.
3. Vesuvius please don’t blow your top, or, Lava come back to me.
Q: What happens when the frog’s car breaks down?
A: He gets toad away.
‘My new horse is very well mannered.’
‘That’s nice.’
‘Yes, isn’t it? Every time we come to a jump he stops and lets me go
first!’
‘This morning my Dad gave me soap-flakes instead of cornflakes for
breakfast!’
‘I bet you were mad.’
‘Mad? I was foaming at the mouth!’
22
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Church & Community Activities
Friday Prayer Group
Fridays 10.30AM in the Choir
Vestry. All welcome to join us.
Fellowship
On the first Thursday of the
month at 1.30PM in Hope Hall.
Choir Practice
Thursday at 7.00PM in the
Church. The Clayton Wesley
Uniting Church Choir performs
at service each Sunday
accompanied by our grand
1897 pipe organ. We sing from
Together In Song, a collection
of classic and current Australian
hymns and classical repertoire.
Meet Our Congregation
We hold shared luncheons
bimonthly on the second Sunday
in Clayton Chapel (August,
October and December).
Hope’s Café
Friday and Wednesday from
10AM to 3PM in Hope Hall.
Offering a light lunch, coffee and
hospitality, we also offer free
English classes from 11AM.

Tuesday Gang
Tuesdays from 9AM. Our version
of a ‘Men’s Shed’, we offer people
the opportunity to meet while
taking part in looking after the
maintenance of our beautiful
heritage-listed buildings.
Goodies Op Shop
Hours: Mon-Fri 10AM to 4PM &
Saturday 10AM to 1PM
PH: 8332 8631
Goodies Op Shop is always full of
good, used gear donated by the
wider community and staffed by
friendly volunteers.
If you’re interested in
volunteering, please contact Bev
Watson on 8361 3320.
Uniting Communities Eastern
Adelaide
Hours: Monday, Wednesday &
Friday 10AM-4PM
PH: 8331 3529
Offering assistance to those
in need, UC is a service where
people can acquire emergency
food parcels and vouchers,
counseling and financial help.
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The Spire

A publication of the
Clayton Wesley Uniting Church
www.claytonwesley.org.au
Please send contributions for
The Spire to Geoffrey Bishop
P: (08) 8390 3138
E: gcbishop@westnet.com.au
Contributions for the December/January edition
are due by Sunday 30th November 2014
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